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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS Division 
Lok Navak Bhavan 
(File No. 1/1 1012/62/2006-Cdn.) 


The following File was returned by the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry (set up to inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Suhhas 
Chandra Bose) at the time of its winding up - 

i) File No. 1/27/91-PUBLIC (in one volume) 

The File is returned herewith the receipt of which may please be 
acknowledged. 
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(S.K. Goswami) 
Under Secretary 


Shri Arvind Mukherjee, 
Under Secretary (Ad.V & P), 
Room No. 13-B, 

MHA, North Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 
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A memorandum has been submitted by Dr. Triguna Sen 
and others to the President regarding conferment of 'Bharat 
Ratna r posthumously on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose* In the 
memorandum the following points have been made:- 

(i) To withdraw the award of Bharat Ratna conferred on 
Netaji as historically and philosophically any such 
state adoration of any order can be no honour to the 
life and mission of a personality who is looked upon 

by our country-men as a Man of Destiny. 

(it) It is incongruous to confer Bharat Ratna ' Posthumously r 
on Netaji in the absence of any credible evidence of 

Netaji l s death. Mention has been made of the Shah 

Nawaz Committee Report and also the Khosla Committee 
Report, which has been rejected by the Government of 
Shri Morarji Desai on 3rd September, 1978. Actually 
the reference is to_ the statement made by the then 

Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai on 28th August, 1978 
during a discussion of a motion moved by Shri Samar 
Guha to the effect that "in the light of the doubts and 
contradiction and records mentioned the Government 
find it difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions 
are decisive," 

(iii) In view of the widespread disapproval of the move to 


confer the 
withdrawn . 


Bharat Ratna on Netaji it should be 


b ' 


The President has stated in the covering letter 
that Shri Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal 
and Shri Sidhartha Shankar Ray had separate meetings 
with him and have expressed the same view. 

2. It may alscj, be mentioned in this context that Netaji’ s 

family have declined to receive the award on the ground that 
it may be interpreted as a slight to his memory. 

The matter was discussed by the Cabinet Secretary 
with the Prime Minister as to whether in the light of the 
above: - 

(a) the announcement of Bharat Ratna for Netaji should be 

withdrawn . ^ 

* j 

(b) if Ithis is not to be withdrawn whether his name 
should be included in the pamphlet to be circulated in 
the ' Investiture Ceremony which has been fixed on 28th 
March , 1 992 . 

(c) if the name of Netaji is to be included in the list of 
awardees mentioned in the brochure whether the word 
’Posthumous’ should be added or not. 

4. The Prime Minister has directed that in the light of 

the foregoing developments , neither his name nor his 
photograph be included in the brochure . 
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5. It may, however, be mentioned that Rashtrapti Bhavan 

has issued a Press Communiaue dated 22nd January, 1992 

regarding conferment of Bharat Ratna on Netaji posthumously, 
which was to be published /broadcast only on 23rd January, 

1992. This may have to be cancelled if his* name is not to 
be mentioned in the Brochure as this is tantamount to 

withdrawal of the announcement. . , 

6. PM may also perhaps like to speak to the President 
so as to apprise him of the position. 
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The position regarding conferment of 'Bharat 
Ratna' posthumously on Netaji Subh a sh Chandra Bose 
has been explained in detail in the preceding 
notes. In p a ra 5 of Home Secretary's note dated 
23rd March, 1992, it w a s mentioned th a t President's 
Secretariat issued a Press 'communique dated 22nd 
January, 1992 (with a n embargo to publish/broadcast 
the same only on 23rd January, 1992) regarding 
conferment of Bh a r a t R a tn a posthumously on Netaji. 

It was further mentioned therein that if the 
name is subsequently not to be mentioned in the 
Brochure to be brought out for the Investiture Cerenony 
to be held on 23th March, 1992, it would tent a mount to 
withdrawal of the announcement. This note after approval 
of H.M. was submitted to P.M. for orders. The latter 
requested H.M. to see the President a nd get his guidance, 

2. In the light of the above position, H.M. 
discussed the matter with President on 24th March, 1992. 
During this meeting, the President said that there is 
no provision for withdrawing the Bharat Ratn a Award. 

It has further been ordered in H.M's minute that the 
name of Netaji will not be mentioned when other names 
are called during the Investiture Ceremony, as regards 
an earlier decision to deposit the Medal a^d the 
San a d meant for Netaji Bose with National Archives, H.M. 
minuted that it may be kept in Home Ministry and may not 
be sent to Archives. He further directed that nothing 
needs to be done. 


3. As regards the provision for withdrawing the 
Bh a r a t Ratn a Awards, the position would be clear from 
a perusal of the rules relating to Bharat Ratn a Award 
(Slip 'A'). The relevant provision is as follows! - 


"The President may cancel and annul the award 
of the decoration to any person and thereupon 
his name shall be erased from the Register a nd 
he sh a ll be required to surrender the decoration 

I and the San a d. But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and S a nad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation a nd 
annulment. The notice of cancellation or 
restoration in every case shall be published in 
the Gazette of India". 


The above is clearly meant to cancel the award in case 
of some subsequent development warranting such a step. 
But this provision has not been invoked so far. 


4. in view of the above position and keeping in view 
the fact th a t a Press Communique^announcixig the award 
offeharat Ratna posthumously for Netaji Subh a sh Chandra 
Bose, it is submitted for consideration a nd orders whether 
a further Press communique/Press Note need be issued 
to cover up for the non -implementation of the earlier 
announcement. 


Submitted. 



1 

I 



(V.F. Bh a tia) 

Under secretary (Pub. & Vig.) 
1-4-1992 
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In the instant case the conferment of 'Bharat Ratna* has 
been announced by the President through a Press Communique, but 
it has not been notified. The notification in the gazette is done 
after the award is given in the Investiture Ceremony. 


2* The procedure mentioned in the rules referred to at *X' 

on prepage is in respect of names already notified . At the same 
time unless the Press Communique issued announcing the award is 
cancelled the formalities will not be completed and the position 
will remain uncertain . If approved f we may refer to the advice 
of the President's Secretariat through the Prime Minister's Office. 


-K 

I 


r^) o/ . \\ VU V < f 

\*T ^"(A.K. Narayanan) 


A) 




Wo M 


f 



JS(A) 

7.4.1992 


Hi.1 imhhi 

%- 


WTA 



has approved the suggestion that no further action is necessary 


and the matter may be treated as closed. 
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(N. K. Sinha) 

n oint Secretary to PM 
5.5.92 
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The President has approved the proposal 
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Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri A . K . 'Narayanan , Joint Secretary) , V y ^ 
President's Sectt. UO No.P.II-3.2(y/92-CA(II), dt- 8.5.1992- oUT) 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


Secret 



Reference P.U.C (attached) and Cabinet 
Secretary 1 s minute thereon . 

2. This is a Memorandum forwarded by 

the President on the subject of Bhaarat Ratna 



being conferred on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose . 

3. Background material for use of Cabinet 

Secretary is placed below. 
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The President announced the conferment of 1 Bharat 
Ratna 1 posthumously on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on 23 rd 
January, 1992, which was the Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose* In the case of posthumous awards it 

has to be received by the next^of-kin of the awardee* 
Efforts were, therefore, made to find out the next of kin of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. We wrote to the Government of 
West Bengal but they regretted their inability in the matter. 
Since we were aware that Netaji [ s wife and daughter were in 
Germany, we wrote to our Ambassador in Vienna to contact them 
and ascertain their willingness to received the award. The 
letter received from Netaji ] s daughter may please be seen at 
slip r X*. According to her she cannot help but voice her 
reservations in the matter. In her judgement such an honour 

should have been appropriate in the Fifties particularly if the 

award was to be granted also in recognition of Netaji 's 
achievements during India's quest *for Independence. The 
question is whether his achievements were so minor that he 
had to stand in line for so long or so great that they should 
be remembered even after such a long time. If on the other 
hand Bharat Ratna was intended as recognition for current 
achievements in politics, social welfare etc. Netaji ’s work and 
commitment had no relevance. Weighing all arguments she 
cannot help but feel that one cannot honour Netaji today by 
awarding the Rhart Ratna to him and she will not be a party 
to an act which, in her opinion, may well be interpreted as a 
slight to his memory. 

2. After the letter declining the award was received from 
Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaii, v orders of the Prime 
Minister and the President were taken for depositing the 
Bharat Ratna in the National Museum. 

3. Apart from the declining of the acceptance of the 
award by Netaji 1 s daughter there was also a lot of criticism 
in the Parliament and the Press about the award. The 
criticism broadly was on the following grounds; 


(a) Netaji is of the stature of Mahatma Gandhi and it is a 
slight to his memory to honour him with 1 Bharat 
Ratna 1 , 

( b ) He has been considered for the award too late while 
many persons whose work do not stand comparison with 
his have already been awarded 1 Bharat Ratna r . 

(c) How can the Government presume that Netaji is dead, 

4, The memorandum now submitted by Dr. Triguna Sen and 

others to the President, which has been forwarded by the 
latter to the Prime Minister^, & is more or less on the same 
lines. Three points have been raised: 


I 


i) To withdraw the award of Bharat Ratna conferred 
on Netaji as historically and philosophically any 
such state adoration of any order can be no 
honour to the life and mission of a personality 
who is looked upon by our country-men as a Man 
of Destiny. 


» * * * / — 


* 2 * 

* ti ■ 


ft 


ii) It is incongruous to confer Bharat Ratna 
Posthumously 1 on Netaji in ^ absence of any 
credible evidence of Netaji 1 s death provided 
by the Govt- to the Indian people. Mention 
has been made of the Shah Nawaz Committee 
Report and also the Khosla Committee Report. 
It has been stated that the findings of the 
Khosla Commission were rejected on the floor 
of the Lok Sabha by the Govt, of Shri 
Morarji Desai on 3rd Sept,, 1978, Further on 
26th March, 1991, the Chandra Shekhar Govt, 
took the decision to institute a fresh high 
level Investigative Inquiry about disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The 
Convention has urged that the Govt, of India 
should make a special request to the Govt, of 
Russian Federation and its sister states for 
disclosing all facts and documents about the 
report of Netaji f s taking shelter in the USSR. 
The decision of the former Prime Minister to 
undertake a high level and comprehensive 
Investigative Inquiry should be implemented, 

iii) Lastly, in view of the widespread disapproval 
of the move to confer the Bharat Ratna on 
Netaji it should be withdrawn , ^^The President 
has stated in the covering letter that Shri 
Jyoti Basu , Chief Minister of West Bengal and 
Shri Sidhartha Shankar Ray had separate 
meetings with him and ha 1 ^ expressed the same 
view. 

5. The above has to be considered in the light of the 

following: 


5.1. As regards the first point it is relevant to 
mention that the announcement of the Bharat 
Ratna for Netaji has also been welcomed by 
a large section of people . ^The Deputy 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha/conveyed to the 
Govt, through the HM , who was present in 
the House, the feeling of the House regarding 
the Quit India Movement and giving Bharat 
Ratna to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and also 
to Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. Even Shri 
Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal is 
reported “te have said that 'we are really 
happy that the Centre at last thought it fit 
to award kini „ /Netaji) with 'Bharat Ratna 1 . 
His only q\l Aefcon* was regarding the delay . 
Some of the leading newspapers also 
welcomed the award of Bharat Ratna to Shri 
Subhash Chandra Bose and Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad. Ofcourse there was criticism against 
the award by the nephew of Netaji and also 
persons like Shri Sidhartha Shankar Ray . 
The views of Netaji* s daughter have already 
been referred to above. 
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5,2 As regards the second point it is true that 
the Government had set up two Committees to 
enquire into Netaji's death - the Shah Nawaz 
Committee which was appointed on 3rd 
December, 1955, and the Khosla Commission 
which was set up on 11th July, 1970, The 
Shah Nawaz Committee as well as the Khosla 
Commission had come to the conclusion that 
Netaji had died in a air crash on 18th August, 
1945 , but there was ^section of opinion led by 
persons like Samar Guha who were not 
prepared to accept that Netaji had died. 
Shri Samar Guha referred to some British 
intelligence documents to contest the conclusions 
of the Khosla Commission. A Motion moved by 
Shri Samar Guha was considered by Lok Sabha 
in its sitting on 28th August, 1978. The then 
Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai made 
statement to the effect that in the light of 
doubts and contradiction records mentioned 
the Government find it difficult to accept that 
the earelier conclusions are decisive. At the 
same time the Government feels that no useful 
purpose would be served by having any 
further inquiry . Extracts of the debate 

obtained from the Lok Sabha Secretariat may 
please be seen as slip 1 Y*. Thus the 
statement attributed to Shri Morarji Desai was 
made on 28th August, 1978, and not on 3rd 

September, 1978. The latter is evidently 
based on a publication by Samar Guha titled 
■Netaji dead or alive*. Subsequently, a 
detailed note was placed before the Cabinet 
Committee on Political Affairs bringing out 
the various doubts expressed by Sumar Guha 
and others. The question of bringing to India 
Netaji's ashes from Japan was also there. 
The CCPA in its meeting held on 27th 

February, 1991 had agreed with the view/ that 
it had already been^ accepted that Netaji 
Subhash Bose died $n air crash on 18th 

August, 1945, at Taipei and that no useful 
purpose would be served by holding yet 
another inquiry or by bringing the ashes back 
to India at present. A copy of the Note sent 
to the CCPA and the lafiterj decision may please 
be seen at slip 'Z r , 

As far as the decision of Chandra Shekhar 
Govt, on 26th March, 1991 to institute a fresh 
high level Investigative Inquiry , IS Division , 
who was connected with the setting up of the 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry, was consulted. 
They are not aware of any such decision . 
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5.3. ',. As regards the suggestion to withdraw the 

announcement ^ so far the Bharat Ratna have been 
awarded to 26 persons of which 7 were awarded 
posthumously. Only in the case of the Vinobha 
Bhave, who was awarded Bharat Ratna 
posthumously in 1982, his next-of -kin declined 
to accept the award and the medal was deposited 
in the National Museum as per directions of the 
then Prime Minister. 

y 

5.3. |. The rules for*Bharat Ratna provide- as follows: 




"The President may cancel and annul the award of 
the decoration to any person and thereupon his 
name shall be erased from the Register and he 
shall be required to surrender the decoration and 
the Sanad. But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and Sanad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation and 

annulment. The notice of cancellation or 

restoration in every case shall be published in 
the Gazette of India". 

The above is clearly meant to cancel the award in case of 
some subsequent development warranting such a step. But 
this provision has not been invoked so far. 

6 . In the light of the above orders are solicited on the 
following: 


i) Whether the announcement of Bharat Ratna for Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose is to be withdrawn. 

ii) If this is not to be withdrawn whether his name is 
to be included in .-he pamphlet to be circulated in 
the Investiture Ceremony which has been fixed on the 
28th March, 1992, Mention has already been made of 
the fact$ that the Netaji' s daughter has declined to 
accept the award. As per the procedure^ even if 
there is none to receive the award } the name is 
included in our list^though it is not presented by the 
President. 


iii) If the name of N^aji is to be included in the list of 
awardees mintioni in the Brochure whether the word 
1 posthumously be added. Though 'there may be 
diversity of- views regarding the disappearance of 
Netaji j it is perhaps too much to believe that he is 
alive . 
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New Delhi , 
March 13, 1992. 


My dear PV, 


I enclose a copy of a letter that was handed 
over to me in Calcutta on March 9, 1992 by Dr 
Triguna Sen and others on the subject of the Bharat 
Ratna being conferred on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Sri Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal 
and Sri Siddhartha Shankar Ray, who had separate 
meetings with me, also expressed the same view. 




Yours sincerely, 

R. VENKATARAMAN 


Sri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi . 



To 

Shri R. Venkatraman 
President of India 
India 


Respected Rastrapatiji, 

We the following signatories of this Memorandum crave the indulgence 
of bringing to your kind attention that on 22nd February, this year, a massive 
Citizens' Convention was held in the Calcutta University Centenary Hall on issues 
about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, a Promethean hero of our national freedom. 

The Convention urged the Central Government : 

Firstly, to withdraw the award of Bharat Ratna conferred on Netaji as it 
felt that historically and philosophically any such state adoration of any order can 
be no honour to the life and mission of a personality who is looked upon by our 
country-men as a Man of Destiny. 

Secondly, the Convention considered it wholly incongruous to confer Bharat 
Ratna 'Posthumously 1 on Netaji in absence of any credible evidence of Netaji' s 
death provided by the Government to the Indian people. The Government of Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi discarded the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1970 while 
instituting Khosia Commission 'to inquire into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose 1 . The finding* of the Khosia Commission were also rejected on the floor of the 
Lok Sabina by the Government of Shri Morarji Desai on 3rd Sept. I97S. Thus, the 
issue of disappearance of Netaji remained open before the Government. Further, 
on 26th March 1991, the Chandra Sekhar Government took the decision in response 
to your graceful intervention, to institute a fresh high level Investigative Inquiry 
about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Thirdly, the Convention further thought that in the present international 
milieu of peace and democratic reconciliation it is an opportune moment for the 
Government of India to make a special request to the Government of Russian 
Federation and its sister states tor disclosing all facts and documents about the 
report of Netaji’s taking shelter in the USSR after fall of Japan in August 194 3. 
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Information available from the Governments of Wavell, Nehru and Japan, U.K., 

U.S.A and Taiwan, and the document found from the Princeton University of the USA 
indicated that in all probability Netaji crossed into the Soviet territory from across 
the Manchurian border under the cover of a cooked up story of his death in an 
aircrash in former Formosa. 

We fervently plead with you, Rastrapatiji, to take up the following issues 
about Netaji with the Prime Minister of India, Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao, in a way 
as you consider fit and proper. 

Firstly, for executing the decision of the Government of Shri Chandra Sekhar 
to undertake a High Level and comprehensive Investigative Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in consultation with the persons who will be helpful 
to furnish necessary informations and suggestions as to the parameter, process and 
modality of such investigation. The Convention viewed that it remained to be an 
unfulfilled sacred duty for our nation to finally know what really happened to 
Netaji, the Maha Kshatriya of our freedom struggle. 

■o Secondly, to persuade the Prime Minister to open high level negotiation 

with the Govt, of Russia and its sister States for disclosing all facts available with 
them about the report of Netaji's taking shelter in the former regime of the USSR 
by the end of 1945,, Similar negotiation should also be started with the Government 
of the U.K., the U.S.A, Japan and Taiwan for handing over to the Government of 
India the reports of the investigations and other matters concerning disappearance 
of Netaji for fruitful unearthing of the facts to know what really happened to 
Netaji of the Indian People. 

Thirdly, to communicate to the Prime Minister the views of wide spread 
disapproval of the move to confer Bharat Ratna on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
for withdrawing it. 

Rastrapatiji, we are aware of your ardent feeling for the life and mission 
of Netaji, and the help you extended on many issues about Netaji. As such, we 


Contd 


P/3. 


<1 



3 

appeal to you to use your good offices to take up the above issue on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose with Prime Minister of India. We earnestly believe that our 
appeal will receive a positive response from you. 

Please accept our best regards and namaskar, 


Yours sincerely, 

On behalf of the Citizens' Convention 
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Enclosed herewith are copies of two letters 
dated the 10th October, 1991 written by the Prime Minister 
to the President recommending the award of 'Bharat 
Patna 1 posthumously on Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and 
Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. 





2. The President has informed the Prime Minister 

that he has accepted the recommendations made for 
conferring the 'Bharat Ratna' Award on Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and Shri Subhash Chandra Bose posthumously. 
The President has suggested that the details may be settled 
by the concerned officers. 

( J*3. I have been desired to request that MHA may 

take further necessary action in the matter as per 
procedure and conventions. 






[Prabhat C Chaturvedi] 
Director 


u 


Shri MD Gpdbole, Home Secretary 
PMO UO Wo. 800/5/ C/ 1 / 9 1 -Pol vM T . 
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Prime Minister 

New Delhi 
October 10, 1991 



Respected Rashtrapatiji, 

It is proposed to confer 1 the highest civilian award, 
namely 'Bharat Ratna 1 , posthumously on Shri Subhash Chandra 
Bose, in recognition of his public service of the highest order 
and his outstanding contribution to the freedom struggle of 
our country. 

1 request you to consider this suggestion for approval. 
The award could be presented at a special investiture ceremony. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

f • V - hf 

(P.V, Narasimha Rao) 





Shri R. Venkataraman 
President of India 
Rashtrapati Bhavan 
New Delhi 
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Prime Minister 
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New Delhi 
October 10, 1991 


Respected Rashtrapatiji, 

It is proposed to confer the highest civilian award, 
namely 'Bharat Ratna 1 , posthumously on Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, in recognition of his public service of the highest order 
and his outstanding contribution to the freedom struggle of 
our country. 

I request you to consider this suggestion for approval. 
The award could be presented at a special investiture ceremony. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

(P.V. Narasimha Rao) 

i 

Shri R. Venkataraman 
President of India 
Rashtrapati Bhavan 
New Delhi 
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FAX MESSAGE 






From 


A.K. Narayanan, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Shri A.N. Bakshi, 
Ambassador, 

Indian Embassay, 
Austria , 

Vienna . 


No. 1/1/92-Public dated 6.2.1992 


President has announced "Bharat Ratna" posthumously 
for Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The award is to be 
received by next-of-kin. It is understood that both the 
wife and daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
in Vienna. Shall be grateful if you could contact wife of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and ascertain her willingness 
to receive the decoration from the President. Further 

arrangements will be intimated to you after her willingness 
is received. Will be grateful for an early message. 
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From: Indembass y Vienna 

To : Home Ministry, New Delhi 

Rept: Foreign New Delhi (for JS(EW)) 
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A.K. NARAYANAN, JS from Ambassador K.N. BAKSHI 

Refyrfax No . 1 /I /92-Public dated 6.2,1992 regarding award 
by President of "Bharat Ratna" posthumously on Netajl Subhash 
..'Chandra Bose. 

2, Mrs, Emilie Schenkl, wife of Hetaji and Mrs. Anita Pfaf f , 
s their daughter ( do not live in Vienna any longer. They are at 

Augsburg 7 in Bavaria, South Germany where Anita and her husband 
✓ teach at the University. 

3. I was able to speak to Mrs. Anita Pfaff this morning. 

She said that her mother is absolutely in no physical condition 
to receive the award. Even otherwise she frankly told me that 
they were not happy at the conferment of this award at this 
stage. She said she was in touch with their other relations 

in India who were similarly unhappy. However, she said she 
would think about it, consult other relations and call me back 
in a week or so. Would keep you informed on hearing from her. 




(K.N. BAKSHI) 


Ambessfidor 

10.2.1992 
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From: Home Ministry, New Delhi. 
To s Indembassy Vienna. 

No. 1/27/91-Public 


dated 13.2.1992 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


K.N. BAKSHI, Ambassador from A.K. Narayanan, Joint Secretary 




Thank you for the message dated 10th February, 1992 
regarding the confernment of n Bharat Ratna' 1 posthumously on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Your further communication 
regarding the final view of Mrs. Etnilie Schenkl wife of Netaji 
regarding acceptance of the Award is awaited. 

It may also be conveyed to her that in case she is 
not in a position to come to India for receiving the Award for 
health reasons etc. she could nominate any other person to 
receive the Award. Regards. 


V 
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(A.K. Narayanan) 
Joint Secretary . 
13.2.1992 
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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR BROADCAST BEFORE THE MORNING 

OF 23RD JANUARY, 1992. 


PRESS COMMUNIQUE 


BHARAT RATNA 

The President is pleased to confer the award of 
Bharat Ratna Posthumously on Shri Subhash Chandra 
Bose . 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 

January 22, 1992, 


£ NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR BROADCAST BEFORE THE MORNING 

OF 23RD JANUARY, 1992. 
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From: Indembassy Vienna 

To : Home Ministry, New Delhi 

Kept: Foreign New Delhi (for JS(EW)) 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


A , K * NARAYANAN, JS from K . N . Bakshi, Ambassador 

Refyr fax No . I /2 7 /9 1-Public dated 13*2,1992 regarding 
the conferment of "Bharat Ratna" on Metaji. Enfaxed herewith 
is the reply received from Prof. Anita B. Pfaff, the daughter 
of Netaji* 


Wo ft 


l- 


on 


«Jr>\ 


/%■ OXsy 



(K.N. BAKSHI) 
Ambassador 
23 , 2.1992 
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SENDER, UNIFfcS USOISiAOSHtHatK'.Zl- Wi < T' ; W» 


Prof. Anita B. Fraff 


fo^t *- Alo.2X^ 

Haldenweg 23 
8901 Stadtbergen 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Tel. (0821) 43 48 12 
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His Excellency 
5hii K&msl N. Baksta 
Ambassador of India 
Indian Embassy 
Kgrnmeirlng 

A- 1000 Wien 


21. Februar 1992 


Your Excellency, 

Thank you very much for informing me officially about the government's intention to 
award the Bharat Ratna to my father. 

My mother, other members of my family and I ordinarily would welcome honors accorded 
to my father in memory of contributions made in the context of India'B struggle towards 
independence. 

We are aware, however, of the fact that in the past Netgji’s achievements and contributions 
have often not been recognized, particularly when it could be avoided comfortably. Maybe 
it is not up to me to speculate as to why it was deemed appropriate - at this late stage - to 
honor him for contributions made more than 45 years ago. But since my mother and I were 
asked, whether we would receive the award in his place, I cannot help but voice my 
reservations in the matter. For in my judgement such an honor would have been 
appropriate in the 1950’ies, particularly if the award was to be granted alsa in recognition 
for achievements during India's quest for independence. Thinking of Netaji in this context 
so late prompts me, however, to ask, whether his achievements were so minor that he had 
to stand in line for so long, or so great that they would be remembered even after such a 
long time. If, on the other hand, the Bharat Ratna was intended as recognition for current 
achievements in politics, social welfare, the economy and the arts, - and some eminent 
men and women have received the award for such achievements - 1 fail to see what 
relevance my father's work and commitment - much as I personally admire and honor him 
for that - has in such a context. 

Despite my own reservations in this matter I wish to extend my thanks to those who 
selected him with good intentions. However, in weighing all arguments I cannot help but 
feel that one cannot honor Netaji today by awarding the Bharat Rama to him. Forgive me 
therefore, if I will not be party to an act which in my opinion may well be interpreted as a 
slight to his memory. 

Please do convey our thanks to the government for trying to honor Netaji. I hope, however, 
that the government will understand and appreciate our point of view. 

Sincerely 

41 
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Anita Pfaff 
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Subjects- Dispute regarding ashes of Netaji Sub hash 
Chandra Bose and also controversy about 
whether Netaji is dead or still alive » 


Sty *1- V*' 


The 

oi e e t i n g 
M Q-l-fWT 
s ub j e c"E 
thereof . 


Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs at its 
held on 27“2— 1991 .considered the p- ote dated 
from mrti str y of Home Affairs on the above 
and approved the proposal contained in para 11 


Yours sincerely. 



<\/-R. Srini vasan) 


Shr i R • K • Bhar-gava, 
Home Secretary. 
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NOTH POii THE) CABINET COMMITTEE Oil POLITICAL Aj'PAIHS 

Subject: Dispute regarding ashes of Netaji Subhash 

Chandra Bose and also controversy about whether 
Netaji is dead or still alive. 




In April, 1956, the Government of India, in 
response to public demand, appointed an Inquiry 
Committee consisting of Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji Subhaah 
Chanlra Bose) and S.N, Maitra, formerly Chief 
Commissioner of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netaji' s alleged death in 
an air-crash. Two members of the Committee, namely, 
Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. Nlaitra, came to the 
conclusion that Netaji died in an air-crash at Taihoku 
(Formosa) on the 10th August, 1945. Shri Suresh Chandra 
Bose disa g reed with these findings and submitted a 
dissenting report. The majority report was accepted by 
the Government. 


c, The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 
was, however, not resolved and demands continued to be 
made for undertaking another inquiry into the matter. 
Eumours about Netaji’ s survival and subsequent 
appearance elsewhere kept cropping up repeatedly. In 
response to a demand for fresh inquiry by a number of 
Members of Parliament belonging to different political 
parties, the Government decided to appoint a Commission 
of Inquiry to go into the entire matter in July, 1970. 
Shri G.D. Khosla, retired Chief Justice of Punjab High 
Court, was appointed as a one-man Commission to “inquire 
into all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance a# Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
the subsequent developments connected therewith and make 
a report to the Central Government", The Commission 


i 
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visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia 
South Vietnam and Formosa (Taiwan) and examined 224 
witnesses including 100 examined abroad. A large number 
of files and documents were produced and cited in 
evidence. The Commission arrived at the sarnie conclusion 
that was reached by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee in 
19 56 that Netaji died in an air-crash at Taihotcu on the 
18th August, 1945. 

3. The Cabinet considered the report of the 
Commission on the 29th August, 1974. A copy of the Note 
placed before the Cabinet is at Annexure-I. The Cabinet 
accepted the finding that Netaji had died in an air- 
crash on the 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku in Taiwan. 

The report of the Commission along with the Memorandum 
of Action Taken thereon was laid on the Table uf both 
the Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

4. Shri Samar Guho moved the following motion in the 
-Lok Sabha on the 3rd August, 1977s- 

'This House having considered the Report (1974) 
of the Commission of Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, 
laid on the Ta.ble of the House on the 3rd 
September, 1974* urges the Government to set up a 
three-man Commission for conducting a fresh 
inquiry into the mystery of disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chan.lra Bose, with power to: 

(a) make additional investigations, where 
necessary, into the circumstances leading to 
disappearance of Netaji 3ince August 18, 

1945? 

(b) record fresh oral evidence of exceptional 
importance * 

(c) scrutinise the secret official documents in 
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possession of the Government of InUn, which 
have not been mo ie available to the earlier 
probing bo Iie 3 * 

(d) examine external iocumenta, connected with 

Wetaji ’3 disappearance , which should be 
obtained from the proper quarters and the 

Go vernnen t g of J ap an , Tai wan , Uni te d Kin gd ou. , 

USA, China and Bus sin; and 

(e) re-assess all documentary an l oral evidence 
adduced bo fore the Shah N waa Committee an l 
the K ho si a Commission’. 

The discussion on the motion was inconclusive , Shri 
Samar Guha was the principal speaker , while Shri Sanyal 
spoke briefly towards the enl. 

5. In his soeech in the Lok Sabha on August 3, 1977 
Shri Samar Guha ha 1 dealt at length with the mystery 
surrounding the Us appearance of Netaji Subhaah Chandra 
Bose which, according to him, remaine 1 to be 
satisfactorily explaine 1. The points raised by him have 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry vis-a-vis the 
findings of the Khosla Commission in the note nttacned 
as Annexure XX. It will be seen that practically all the 
points mentioned by Shri Samar Guha have been fully 
looked into by the Khosla Commission and no fresh 
grounds relating to these have been a Ivan cel to require 
further investigation. The only new information brought 
out by Shri Samar Guha relates to some documents 
incluiel in "The Transfer of Power 1942-47" Volume VI 
published by the British Government, These documents 
give an impression that for some months after the 
Japanese announce 1 the leath of Netaji Sub hash Chandra 
Bose in an air crash on August 18, 1945, the British 
Government were still ligeussing ways of dealing with 
him. The documents relie 1 upon are (i) a letter dated 
23rd August, 1945 from Sir it 1 . Mulio, Home Member of the 


Private 


Viceroy's Executive Council to Sir E. jenk.ius. 

Secretary to the Viceroy, which examines the various 
options before the Government for dealing v ; it.h netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, and (ii) Minutes of che meeting of 
the Indo-Burma Committee of the British Cabinet held on 
25th October, 1945 in which, while discussing the 
treatment of Indian and Burmese collaborators with the 
enemy, it was generally agreed that the only civilian 
renegade of importance was Subhash Chandra Bose. 

6. The news of Netaji's death in an Air crash on the 
Taihoku air- field in Taiwan on 18th August,. 1945 was 
broadcast by Demei News Agency from Tokyo on the 23rd 
August, 1945, Sir F. Mudio's letter to the PS to 
Viceroy, which enclosed a note prepared after discussion 
amongst British officers, was of the same date* It is 
reasonable ~o assume that in point of time tho news of 
Netaji *s death might not have been known in India at the 
time of despatch of this letter* As regards the minutes 
of the indo-Burma Committee of the British Cabinet, held 
on 25.lo.1945 the memorandum dated 24.10. 45 from the 
Secretary of State for India (Lord Pethick Lawrence) for 
consideration by the Indo-Burma Committee refers to 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the following iwordss- 

"Apart from Subhash Bose, if he is alive, 
few of those on the list ore at present 
well known in India"- 

One can not infer from this that the British Government 
had information that Netaji Subhasn Bose was not 

involved in th-'- air crash and had escaped. It is but 
natural that the British Government did not readily 
believe the Japanese report of Netaji l s death ns many 
people in India including Mahatma Gandhi did not believe 
it at first. The British Government suspected that the 
news of the death in an air crash could be ;an alibi to 
enable Netaji to escape, till investigations carried out 
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by their own agencies cnniirm^d the J iy-.ru ' e /orsion 
towards the ciose of the / ' ir 1940* 

7. 45 years hove passed since the reports of death 

of Metaji and during the intervening period there have 
been moves to have those ashes brought h‘;cb to India 
with all the reverence end honour as befitting a man of 
the stature of Subhash Chandra Bose- Proponents of this 
line of action include organisations like the All Indira 
Freedom Fighters Organisations led by ex--M P Shri Sheel 
Eh ad r a Yaji as well as individuals such as Shri. L. 
Joychandra Singh of Manipur- The most recent voices 
added to this group for the return of Metaji 's ashes and 
who accepted the ashes as being genuine are the members 
of the INA and colleagues of Metaji# Col. P*K. 

Sehgal who is Chairman of the Metaji Research Bureau in 
Calcutta and ‘-his wife Col. Laxrni Sehgal. in. addition# 
there are also some family members of Metaji who 
reportedly accept these views and moves. 

S. on the other hand, there are many who st j 11 doubt 
and question the veracity of the ashes. In January# 

1982, Shr j S «. C. Bose had written to the then Prime 
Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi saying that there was To" 
proof of the so-called ashes being genuine. The AJchil 
EShartiya Asad Hind San gh# an organisation led by Shri 
D.K« Jain also subscribe to the theory that that 
aircrash was fabricated and is opposed to the return of 
the ashes. in 1984# Shri Hand Lai Shc.rma claiming to be 
an associate of Metaji filed a writ in the Rajasthan * 
High Court for a judicial enquiry at an international 
level on the whereabouts of Netaji. Justice Bharg?va on 
13th January# 1936 ordered Government of India to 
examine the case afresh. However# before any action 
could be taken, the petitioner died. Recently# a notice 
was received from the Lawyer to the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose Research Foundation of Jaipur restraining 
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Government of India from bringing the ashes to I lia and 
calling for a fre3h enquiry. 

9. Meanwhile, in Japan, the Japanese associates of 
Hetaji have been reiterating the request for the ashes 
to be returned, to its original home in India. The 
Japanese Government has also raised this matter in view 
of the pressures in Japan, However, in view of the 
controversy regarding the ashes they understand our view 
and accept that the status quo should not be disturbed 
for the present. JTroiu time to time, questions concerning 
the ashes of Iveta ji in Japan and Netaji's death in the 
air crash have been raised in Parli amen t , both in the 
Eok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

10, The Ministry of External affairs is of the view 
that it would not be desirable to bring the ashes unless 
a consensus is first arrived at on the issue. 


11. The issue of Netaji's death and cringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. We have already 
had two enquiries os the disappearance of Netaji Sub hash 
Chandra Bose. It has already been accepted that Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose died in the air crash on the 18‘th 
August, 1945 at Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
are, therefore, of the view that no useful purpose would 
he served b y hol ding yet another inquiry or by bringing 
the_ ashes back to I-.dia at present as this migh t ~c rejatg d 
unnecessary tensions . 

12. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the 
proposal contained in para 11 above, 

13. The Home Minister has 3 een and approved this 
no te . 



Sd/~ 

( K.K. B HA AGAVA ) 
HOME SEC AST A AY 


No. I/l2014/6/90~XS(D„III) Bated the 10th January, 1991. 


Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi . 
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( SANAT KAUL ) 

JOINT SECRETARY TO TIIE GOVT. JiT INDIA 
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Ho. 127-1-3 



Calcutta, the 24th Fe bruary, 1992, 


on. From ' 1 -Shri N . Ciiaturvedi, 

ij-if ’ Special Secy, to the Govt. of West Bong hi. - 




Mim’stfv of l 

l l$ bTtf),7 



r v * f .\,; o. 

%7 /? ^t.Tr; 


I; h ^ ' i 3 k -* t r ' 

A z To ' " rr j ; 1 The Secretary 
t!^ in ■ < * M p "to the Govt, of India, 
ife i *i Ministry of Home Affairs, 

.m> j v * y North Block, 

win ■ *-'f New Delhi-110001, 

r *- 1 t- t i v n t . 

If Am fit r ttw t ' ' 

hEubject : Conferment of the award of "Bharat ‘KaUie'i--. 

ii i i* i' fit • on Shri Sub hash Chandra Bose -Request for 
kin-i ly sending the name and particulars of the 

tmvt> mud-'' legal heir of Shri Bose to the Govt. of India. 

Ater of Iniiiff. Vt ‘c |, ’ v ‘ 

mokitHI » direct t :'" 1 -" '[ 

b ■ no«ti Cni"’* t»”- 
t of t b 




1 f ^ 1 ♦ 

With reference to the Minis try ’s teleprinter 
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message :No, 1/27/91-Public dated the 29th January, 1992 
V- addressed to Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal on the 
subject mentioned above, I am directed to say that the 
matter has been examined by the State Government . since 
it contains complex issues with legal implications, views of the 

State. Legal Remembrancer have also been obtained » It 

1 1 

transpires that it is not possible to ascertain Shri Bose's 
legal heir at this stage due to complex legal and related 
difficulties* Under these circumstances, this Government 
regrets its Inability to indicate the name and particulars 
of the legal heir of Shri Bose rs requested by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs* 




V, 


Sc* 




yours faithfully. 
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Special Secy, to the Govt. of West 
Bengal. 
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NEW DELHI 



Bharat Ratna to Netaji *' \ ■- 

- j ' , 


Jyoti Basu raps Govt for delay 


CALCUTTA - West Bengal 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basil on Thurs- 
day criticised die Centre for its 
a belated decision in awarding the 
nation's highest award, the Bharat 
Ratna, to Netaji Subhnsh Chandra 
Bose, who had waged an "uncom- 
pQnimng” battle against British im- 
pcrialism and dedicated his life for 
the country’s freedom. 

> Paying rich tributes to Netaji on 
the occasion of , his 95th birth 
anniversary at a central rally oppo- 
site the Raj Bbavan, Mr Basu said 
41 we are really Jiapp y M that the 
Centre at last thought it fit *o award 
him will# the Bharat Ratna. 

But how wiis that the Govern- 
ment of India could delay such a 
decision? Netaji was not awarded 

\ j with the Bharat Ratna for such a 
long time simply because of ^poliiic- 
oi reasons”, lie said. 


Mr Basu said it was not all. Even 
the history of the country's freedom 
movement was sought to he dis- 
torted by undermining the armed 
struggle against British imperialism 
in various parts of the country, 
which also constituted an important 
part of die independence move- 
ment. 

He explained that the country's 
* freedom movement had two distinct 
trends - non-violence and armed 
struggle. Like the non-violence 
momement a large number of peo- 
ple had also rallied behind the 
armed struggle, he added. 

Farlier, Mr Hast* garlanded the 
full-si /£ statue of Netaji and offered 
floral tributes on behalf of the Left 
Front government. A wreath was 
also placed on behalf of the state 
Governor. Others who offered flor- 
al tributes included city Mayor I'ra- 


sama ChsUtcrjce, Deputy Mayor 
Moynr Muni Sanval and leaders of 
different ft out const i me tits, 

Mr Basu, in Ids fined til speeech, 
said it was high lime and in the 
fitness of things to imbibe the Spirit 
and idealism of Netaji, particularly 
when the secessionist forces, backed 
by imperialist diijue, were out to 
tear apart the country's unity. 

He said the imperialist forces’ 
current machination was not at all 
difficult to trace, They did not like 
to see India play its role in tire 
international forum and thus were 
out to dictate terms in regard to the 
country's foreign policy. 

Mi Basu said the country was now 
passing through the most critical 
time and under the situation Ne lu- 
ll's "uncompromising approach" to- 
wards basic issues needed to be 
recalled time and again. • UNI 
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d Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ghulam Nabi Arad raise tbcir 
:ond from right)* who was unanimously elected as MTCC president in the 
, at Tilak Bhavan in Bombay on Thursday. — PTI photo 
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HI Co r respond unf 
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Pi ossure is mounting on tin 
leadership from several ilisttj 
mittees opposing the propos 
w il h the Government which t 
the bun on the nigmkathni 
lifted anti the At my sent bad; 
negotiations can begin. It 
sources said that in the sm«n}"— *■ - 
February, the general count; 
organisation will meet to d m 
present situation. 

Regardless of the sUteme 
by prominent ULFA leaders, 
nisalion has not yet been 
achieve a uniformity of vie f 
question of talks with th^ 
meat. It is understood that: 
ni cation has intimated the 
ment of Assam that before 
might not be physically pos: 
its leaders to attend a m 
thorough discussion can i 
then, the pie sent perkd 
during which the army won! 
ate, might have to be catrL. 

While there is little clou 1 *' 
present leadership headed 
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Ray: Bharat Ratan 
to Netaji absurd 


HT Correspondent 


1 Itfjjk 

n. 24 (HT C) 

{faction has 
late in the list 
ied for the 
Ingress Com- 

que on conferring the Bharat Ratna on 
teident Shiva- Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose post- 
ed the selcc- humously as a Republic Day honour 

e mittcc com* this year has placed the Centie in a 
lister Sudha- piquant situation so far as the mood of 
(ng president the people in general is concerned, 
ier as per in- with the exception of Chief Minis* 
:sidcnt P, V* ter iyoti Basu, who though regretting 
the delay in conferring the higtK 
tsident, Mr honour on Netaji felt happy that final- 
twin favour of \y the Ceatic„had„made amends, the 
J from the race \ctioF ofjrtaff menu made* by others 
(|hip has been ‘ “ * ““ 

he AlCC as a 


have paid proper respect to our past 
greats "let us not try to demean or 
belittle them". He hoped the whole of 


Chinese Go 
to fall soon 
says Dalai 

B1LASPUR (Madhya Vtlx\l 

The Dalai Lama, spirit 
tical leader of the Tibet! 


CALCUTTA! Ian. 24 Bengal Including the Chief Minister dieted decline and fall of | 
The Rashtrapati Bhavan communb would take it up and no member of Chinese regime in fhe 
' “ ” Netaji's family would go to receive the time * 

award. He was talking to new 

‘ d verse re actio n had also come ;to the Tibetans rchabilij 
rotTTRctajTi family. Dr Sisir KuinaT Mimrpat in tribal dfctricj 


xer 

|csk 


, one of his nephews, has dc- Madhya Pradesh on ^ qur 
plt ai "S virtual' imtilP to NeU- When asked about J 

ments in the erstwhile f 

Apa rt from the delay in honouring he said "No repres 
w Ctaji the "posthumous” nature of it 
u~ also revived an unsettled com 


ithc AlCC 
Idents — 1 


troversy. The State BJP has demanded 
that the Centre specify the date and 


last long In the comJ- 
years, the Chinese wf 
crvfH 


-MPs 
ftishrao Tope, 
iurcr Kafappa 
Sharad Pa war 

I 

£r and now MP 
home Minister 
‘Minister Shar* 
resident Murli 
Hcptullah, Mr 
inong 71 meTn- 

KlCC The 13 
Chief Minister 
t been aceomo* 
hembers of the 
fcttee.GuiofTl 
tare only seve^ 
* of 50 members 
r c committee, 
:cn given rep- 


ing’Mr S. S. Ray ^ 4 of the place where Netaji died because he 

opposition in the State Alterably, can- n»d now officially desoihed m 
not but cause discomfort to the Ccatrc dead. The State Forward Bloc also re* 
j^thKlcbuntT™ fused to accept the 'posthumous" lag 

IixiistTongly- worded statement, MT' attached to the honour. 
RajTdescribed the proposal to oonfer P|,ci ni i a f n folro 
Bharat Raina on Netaji posthumously CU 

ai ^absurd and indeed an insult to his 




Jor Power and 
nergy Sources 
fgurate an Indo- 

■fcfa* Ting. 


memory”, Mr Ray felt that Mahatma- 
ji, Netaji and Pandit ji "were makers of 
niOdeni India and not fall within the 
ca tegpry of those to whom Bharat Rat- 
n as^we rc awa rded" , 

He said that even if there was justb 
fkation for giving the award to Pandit* 
ji for his great work in independent 
India, persons like Mahatma ji, Netaji, 
Lala Lajpat Rai, l/vkmanya Tilak, the 
Ali brothers, Motilal Nehru and C, R, 
Pas "stood oq an entirely different 
and celestial pedestals." f< 

Mr Ray further said, "we must make 
a clear rule that this award will go only 
to those who worked in or for India 
after independence In 1947, Or else 
you will have someone suggesting that 
Akbar, Ashoka and even Gautam 
Buddha be made Bharat Ratna*". Mr 


over on Feb. 5 

GULRARGA, Ian 24 (UNI) 

Former Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister M. Channa Reddy would 
assume office as the Governor of Ra- 
jasthan on Feb. 5. 

Dr Reddy, who stated this in a ch;d 
with newsmen here, said he was not 
aware of any political crisis in Rajas 
than. 

He said he had learnt alxjut the res- 
ignation of three Ministers of the $ta*e 
through Press reports He would get a 
first-hand account of the develop 
merits in Rajasthan, on assuming 
office, he added 

D r Reddy said he was happy with hU 
new assign men*. The Centre had con- 
sulted him before appointing him as 
the Governor. "Every post his its 


same way", he obscr 


He condemned thj 
measures of the Chin ■ 
said the T i be bins had f 
solution to their pn 
talks. About 2 
murdered bclv 
50,000 women si.. 
sterilisation or abort'/ 

The Dalai Lama 
been settling 600,00 
population on Tibet a/ 
"The Tibetans cann/ 
lai^gn rge in their hmc^ 
cent of them were a/ 
added 

Replying to a qn* 

I am .a said he w as I ( j r 
contact with China ' 
years in order to ? 
tangle and had cIm* 
Human Rights Co* 
the Chinese repress 

AKnit the Iridu * 
latjons, the Dalai 
the 1 (titans could 
lure, lifestyle and 
they could nut ik 


... w h^H Irwt our sense of charm and re sensibility and the rules homeland due to 
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yatra for their nefarious purposes. 
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Bharat Ratna 

In conferring the Bharat Ratna on Netaji Subash Chandra' 
Bose and Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad, the nation has honoured 
two outstanding leaders who had left an indelible imprint on the 
freedom movement Maulana Azad lived long enough to play a 
major role during the initial years of independence, as well. 
Subash Chandra Bose was not destined to see Indians tryst with 
destiny and freedom. The two leaders were a study in contrast 
although their ultimate goal was the same* By adopting a line of 
action totally different from the one followed by the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji became a rebel and then a 
revolutionary in the truest sense of the term. Whatever be the 
criticism he had faced at that time, posterity will remember him 
as a fearless leader who fought for the country's independence, 
unconcerned about the risks he had taken. It was due to his 
leadership that the Indian National Army showed a high sense 
pf patriotism and courage and its sacrifices made the nation 
proud of it. If Netaji found himself uncomfortable in the 
Congress, the MaJana remained in the party till the end but he 
was unhappy at the party's decision to accept the partition of 
the country* In difficult times he led the parly and his role 
during ;i._ # ransfcr of power was crucial. 

There is no dispute over the fact that both Subash Chandra 
Bose and Maulana Azad richly deserved the nation's highest 
honour, but the thought that it took more than four decades for 
the country to honour them in this fashion is irresistible .'Till 
recently, the trend was not to go several years back for 
conferring the Bharat Ratna but that seems to have come to a 
halt. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was posthumously given the 
award along with Rajiv Gandhi* It is in the right spirit that the 
nation honours its heroes but delayed recognition of service of 
these great men and women only highlights how forgetful we 
have been in the past. To some great men our post- 
independence governments have been indifferent. It is difficult 
j to decide where a beginning should be made. Strictly speaking, 
do leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale not deserve awards? And what about the illustrious 
names associated not only with the independence movement 
but also whh science, arts, literature and music? Anyway, 
honour goes to those who deserve it and awards coVer only a 
fraction of them. And some illustrious men and women have 
done more for the nation than it can do for them in return. 
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^Bharat Ratna 
for Bose, 
Maulana Azad 

Th# Tlmgi of locfia New* Sarvlc* 
NEW DELHI, January 22. 

F ollowing pressure from 

various sections to honour two 
, of the country's great sons, the 
(government has decided to award 
the highest civilian award of 
Bharat Ratna posthumously to the 





Subhas Chandra Bose 

revolutionary. Subhash Chandra 
Bose, and Maufana Abul Kalam 
Arad who championed the cause of 
Hindu-Muslim unity. 

The award will be presented at 
separate ceremonies by President, 

Mr Vrnkatarnmnn. at Rnshtrapati 
Bhavan. The dales will be fixed in 
consultation with ihe relatives of 
the two leaders one of whom died 
even before the country’s indepen- 
dence. 

Since the Congress assumedL, 
Continued on hark page coL 4 __ 



w 

sold as 


By RAM 


S ensitive blueprints of ti 
completed by the Gas Autho 
available as raddi with peanut 
According to highly place* 
the blueprints, bolh original ai> 
by one of the officials of GA1I 
The "loss" came to light- 
executives present — when an o 
tea and gave the “bill" on 
concerned (in this case the Gf 
tea-boy and grilled him atroul 
sensitive documents, 

PEANUT'S, 1 ; To the securr 
cc recounted in detail how- he 
one of the departmental head 
dealer) anti sold two sackful 
apparently found their way to t 
who used it as paper cones foi 
the canteen people got bits of 
According to these sourc 
documents in that they not on 
of the Hajira-Bijapur-Jngdishp 
also the various high-security 
therein. 

^fso, the sources say, t 
possessing copies of these blue 
collaborators m the project —Sr 
The sources maintain thr 
the blueprint ‘Toss"', wrote a 
further “action" on the matter, 
but nothing has come out of 
Meanwhile, in Auriya, pc 
he sensitive documents. 


Russian offer on de 
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: By PflAVIN SAWHNEY 

the Times at India News Service 

NEW DELHI, January 22. 

R USSIA has offered to produce 
jointly with India MiG-29 air- 
craft and T-72M! tanks. Sources 
say Moscow is also willing to nego- 
tiate aboul the T -72S tanks and has 
offered to sell its MiG -21 produc- 
tion-line. 

Join! production means sharing 
equally the finances, joint research. 
■ development and exports. Moscow 
is also willing to discuss the issue 
of rupee-rouble exchange and work 
out a barter exchange or some 
other arrangement for the joint 
ventures. 

Thd MiG bureau is located near 
Moscow and the 1-72 tanks are 
produced in NisfiTy fagrl (Ural) 
and St. Petersburg 
At present. India can only 
produce Ib-ixc equipment 
which o has Mil 


hicme horn 
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Ihe 
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and creation of the C 
men wealth o( Independent S 
(CIS). 

Though, an Indian delcga r 
led by the foreign secretary, I 
N Dixit, that visited Moscov 
ccn l ly~ has prepared the g mum 
an agreement Ihat will ensun. 
flow of defence spares for 
years, sources are sceptical. 

The agreement is to be sr 
when the Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin, visits Indi; 
March. Bui sceptics point t* 
political uncertainty in Rusm, 

Moreover, the Russian dr 
industry is unlikely to take in* 
(ions from the political leader 
There seems to be a lot of 
blood between the two O* 
nearly nine million w offer* 
ployed by the Russian defern 
dustry about three rirrflicm 
lose iheii jobs any day ;r d 
productivity has bien v 
rortniJt d And ihe )F> h i 
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when Iflc hoittd jhmtSTPr 'snjr 
something about there being no 
mmaD ttt.tol^Lfae iifely of. the 
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Pak \-status/^j iarat R a t na for Maulana 

no hindrance 


Continued from pige I, col I programmes during the golden in Japan in 5 945 and 

power at the Centre m June tast, jubilee year of the “Quit India" have been preserved in an urn m 

Tot^ot! 01/1 " various sections had been demand- movement and enhance pension- Tokyo's 400-year-old Ren koji tem^ 

LO J ctLIcUI dlU mg a suitable honour for Bose and ary and other benefits of the free- pie. However, to Neiaji’s relatives" 

a TU» — — 4 dom fighters. 
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TOKYO, January 22 (Reuter): 
Pakistan's alleged development of 
nuclear weapons was not a major 
roadblock to Japanese aid and in- 
vestment, a Pakistani cabinet 
minister said today. 

The finance minister, Mr Sartaj 
Aziz, told reporters that Pakistan's 
reluctance to sign the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty (NPT) had 
come up only in "general terms" 
during a meeting with Japanese 
foreign ministry officials. 

Mr Aziz, on a six-day visit seek- 
ing greater Japanese investment, 
added that Japan was placing no 
direct link between aid and Paki- 
stan's nuclear capabilities. 

The US president, Mr George 
Bush, halted all military and new 
economic aid to Pakistan in Octo- 
ber 1990 because of worries about 
its nuclear programme, 

US sources said eariier this 
month that Pakistan had stepped 
up efforts in early 1990 to make 
weapons-gjadc uranium* coincid- 
ing with a r?pid rise in tensions 
with India jover Kashmir, 

Pakistan received 50 billion yen 
(S 406 million) in aid from Japan 
in 1991 and another 50 billion yen 
has been pledged for 1992. 


A 2 ad. The matter was also raised 
in Parliament, particularly in the 
Rajya Sakha, with the deputy 
chairman, Mrs Najma Hepiuliah, 


The life of Netaji, who founded 
the Indian National Army, was 
dogged by controversies. The rev- 
olutionary refused to collaborate 
with what' he called the "super- 
Nazism" of the British in India. He 
was a fugitive with a prize on his 
head. He is believed to have died 
in a olane crash at Taikoku airport 


‘Ekta Yatra’ 

reaches 

Chandigarh 


his death remains a mystery. 

The Maulana was born in Mecca 
and came to this country with his 
father, and started an Urdu weekly 
At Hdal in Calcutta in 1912. He 
look a leading pan in the Khilafat 
and non-cooperation movements 
and suffered imprisonment. In 
August 1942, he was again put in 
prison for taking pan in the "Quit 
India” movement and released in 
June 1945. He died m February 
195S. 


Sushil Muni’s 
UJfS condition 
stable 


NEW DELHI, January 22 (PTM 
The condition of Acharya Sushi 
Muni, who was hospitalised yesier 
day. was today described as stabh 
by the doctors attending on him. 


The Acharya is responding well n 
treatment, doctors said. He was i: 
the US. last month where he ha 
H up the first Jain teeraih (pi | 
'gnmage centre) outside India. 


Maulana Abu I Kal&m Azad 


CHANDIGARH, January' 22 
(PT1): The BJFs Ekta Yatra led by 
its president. Dr Murli Manohar 
Joshs, reached here tonight about 
two hours behind schedule after! 
safely covering Haryana and the 40 
lem sensitive Jhirmiri-Zirakpur 
stretch in Punjab. 

Elaborate security arrangements 


, . . n . cid our me security dfranRcmciua 

would convey the ,r sentiments to had ^ ^ for ' he 

Mm * >,er - Mr P- v * of the Yatra through Haryana and 
Narasimha Rao. . Punjab. Security personnel, com- 

POPULAR DEMAND: 'Hie gov r i prising police and para-military 
ernmenfs decision has coTie in the forces ‘ accompanied the convoy, 
wake of demands by a * de cross besides, being deployed along the 
section of people to su*n special, roads. > c w m ? , J 
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^tipi n^Ti JFiiJa ufifa ^ la^ra 
fxf^zivl sti;i an 1 huriUI dl.Hl. ihIhr 
m »t inur f-i.di b f-r> nr ui./'il i 
irwurrii Ejqr?n i n nil innil as 

am ni TRumriin iirtt aa si 

av) xndiil aiT'it amn rli at xpun 3 i 
aa i yn-iiiii) ai ti'i 5a Tiav i} 
da f^rai § i a dfvaa a’ffis fa'JRMdi 3 
fddsi a; aai a) ? j 3r?ii3ild ft fa an i 
dsri va ddR »1 d5i *n fa iiioi) ai 
arnrnxiit ai n^nn 3fjpi S 

3TK dlMd 3 3d d?R idl ai STHdR 
t*iii % dlfdf? I 
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^iea to withdraw 
Bharat Ratna 

CALCUtTA, J«o * (UNI) 
WBPCC duet S*ddh*ftha Shankar 
Ray has rtsquesxed Priwe Minijto F. 
V Ninsimii Rao to ndviae the PttsJ- 
deni to withdraw fee «!&cu) 
innaunceutfsil about *wutfin| the 
Bharat Rama to Ncuji Subhas Chan 
dri Boar p^thumouil) 

Mj Ray, who k *i*c leadcT erf Ike 
Opptaition to the Weft BengaJ Ajkto 
W>\ itDl i letter to the Prone Minister 


j 
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m this retard 

The POC chief bad earlier aaid is ■ 
irate me Dt that t hr propovaJ to award 
Bharai Ratna poathuHKHidy to Nctaji 
“is abiurd and. indeed a n insult to the 
great leader'*. y L 
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it couldn’t b 


j Central Market. Lajpat Nagar P 
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Most immediate 
special men now 


RAJ VA SABHA SHCRtTARiAT 
{Legislative Section) 


Subject: Mentioning of matters of urgent Public impoi t a lice 

An extract frcrtl the Rajya Sabha Debate dated the 

, 7th , August.,. . 199.1 containing a matter of Urgent Public Importance 

(Special Mention) raised in the House by 

. S.hri . JPramctd. Mahflj an,,. 

: is enclosed, 

with the iccjuest that tbc same may kindly be placed Lcfore the Minister of 

Home Affairs 


The reply to the Member concerned on his/her Special Mention mev kindly he 
sent direct to him/her (mid not through this Secretariat ) by the Minister, under intimation to this 
Secretariat. 



(Mulotl Pande) 

Legislative Officer 
Tel. No. 695727 


The Ministry of Home Affairs, Hew Delhi* 


U.O. No. RS. 4/.1/&L. dated the 12th August, 1991* 

Copy to the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs New Delhi, for information 

1 
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: EKA NT- F OR 

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES AND CONFERMENT OF ’ BHARAT RAIN A 


ON KAULANA A5UL KALAAM AZAO. AND 

KE TAD 3 SEE HASH 

C y. A N C r A 

505 E DURING GOLDEN JL'EILEE YEAR 

CF ’C’UII INDIA 

KC\ EKENT ’ 


rjjrr^RTTJR [ D ru m; | -■ 'Twnris arR ire fcor t afrr mit 9 aRR *r wrrrr 

l 

^rft h~= i 1 rr'hR tr arf mm 'hm sr r* faiPRT fr 1 jit mm ^rfr 3 tt=tt=r jr 3 ^ 
3T*% t i tf mfr ^TErr t te Tn^nr ^tre rm sjt mn mm s“rft an^rirR rtrr+ vJmrrrer 
aiRrrm & m* tfmbre mMtiu ut 1 t# % *nr»r irfnft a^n-r mm Tfr i 

ifFrrg] ar^TT ?FTPT 3 TRTT TIT 3 nm T % 3 TGTO $T I TfTPm *jHt TTTT UNrt'N 3 R?TT ^ fa^T Tyir 

' ^rt m md-f aftT sif" % tat srtn % ^rrn fr T=rt^ jrrraT ^ mm *st antrr farm ?tut 

t 

T3T* stfiTHi frr% t or mm ^rfr armtiR £ 1 m ire tat *r£ # *|t 

3JTT7TT £ mTRT TTTtTT I T3F ?TH ¥1 3TRT t ^ ,;TOTnf H I 4-I i 3? aflT $ 3?TT TFl % WdSHI 

)( 

i 

tFTrpRt # aftr wi arefpR 9 arem & ttttw tV^tt i ~tre=r ma m tth 

'Vt r 

^ fc#r- m^rr & afrr $ nr imfi Tatrfr mwc % aftr fan^r ^ir farm w i, 

,E T^t RRR m FtrW f^TT t, 31 EfreTT £ t 

1 E 4 < JPHTi { 
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# 
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*t ferr fitt-t i pimp} ty wr t f* ’Vai-foraY #t nnnfr", "m-nr JHafr", "^u Ytrmr 
>TT ^ Stlffe FmjFTF TTI t Tfe TTTCT T* 'fer ffUTT" ^ Ipf Vt tY I ri fe y 
$ is hnht 4 FretF $ #=r ctpt # amrt ^nn \ f¥ ft Tt^rpr # wfewi artftrPT 

m trr ¥T% wfes r# tn, HTrf <fc #, rfe far *=r ftttt f* sMa vt trtf 

* _ ^ ^ 

*t, w fafe ^nfpr # i * fptht X rfe <rr^ tfr rr* <ttt fetrre <r afrr # re *rr 

tot 

fe*r rrfr ferr/m afet *rr rarffe Ffer smrr rT^r * Tree ft farfe m* tfr rfe 


v far 


arrft fen ftf i 


X^tt tth 5" erfem ferfeft #y $rn ^FtFtFYarTFrTTHfr ntu-r fa a rfr 

t i TFfrtP re 9 stot #r #Y Frf^F srfet fe t, *rmr hY?Y afeYcR fr, ret *n re 

ft Me Sr efer t to re fe % eem frt % ft# fs «s hh t ^rf ter arfe Fff xter 

o 

ftrfer rfe irfa ffeiFF tY i re# enr ftf ret enferr stefaR % entfee t fen 
ur pt re re emr sY?Y eifYne at ffer eetr?n terfeft ^i fefe fen tf t amj arm 
t, fetfr etfr fYfft' % fefe Aife ffft # ft# t ? re erfY #reY an fenr tt#, tin 
T# tt ttt, ftfY t ft Tmtee aje fY ftttt t i tfYYtf erm fttit ^Ttt re ft feerr 
Tt, ft erre erfrr t tfr re rrfe # nrr ete t i 

I eerm} 


SHR1 JAGCSH DESAI : Madam, I ful 1 > associate with him. I ami one of those 

-who took part in the Quit India Movement. I feel that, as Maharashtra 

Government has done, the Central Government should also organise the same 

kind of things and awaken the people regarding the integrity and oneness 

of the country. This type of programmes should be organised so that the 

people of India would think that we are one people and the country is one. 

> 

On that line some programmes should be chalked out so that the younger 

generation and all of us can draw inspiration from that and we shall try 

to see that India becomes very strong and united. 

?ft ^cjtrt frr ; $ feYffer rrfn X i 

rnfJTTrfa: # snr^r X 3 ^ i rr ft tt# tYtti rra k i 1 1 
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Uncorrected/Not fpr publication -~J 4?,1991 

SHRI N.K.P, SALVE: Madam, I associate entirely with the very patriotic 

and very noble demand, made by Pramodj I . It Is heartening to see him 
take the names of Maul ana Abul Kalam Azad and Gandhi j I with such reverence. 
1 congratulate him very much. 

SHRI PRAMDD MAHAJAN: I have all the respect for both these personalities 
right from the beginning of my' life, 

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE: I am extrenely delighted and I congratulate you. 

SHRI MJRL1DHAR CHANDRAKANT SiANDARE: Madam, I associate myself with him. 



St wtjtpr Tits Stenrg-. irfRm, fT Fitr ftft ^ ttt t ttpft \u 

FTfTT t > T¥ ^TT TIT ffPTt ^ TTT^T *fpRT FTtf t I ^ l^TF VftTZT % 3frT I 9 1 2 

% artfrfR it "ter '•fteiT T^nlr" it SYrtt fam m i terrr it t*t cfr^ft ^ i&tf 


*k 


Ftirfn^rtR afrr itrr ute s'frt F^rf I i Fttr, FFt Fti 


*1^, TT v i , l S cfpl ftTF F3F t^frT Fm^T jft T TT 5pTT V%> F> 5^ *1 rftJT 

FPT FRt 

ff ft*t it tefc Fterr ft^tt ^ttwc te ftt *hfr tfr *fr t, fe Ttnrt 

, tht srrft % aTn anfr i tester tefpr f^Fcrr tit, i 93 s & rr^r 1 9 a 5 $ ft& wf fft 

FPft tefpT TF £f I TF aTnT $T TPPT FTtT TFCTF t I 3lfpft % tfr TF^T f^T^TFT telT 
FTlfcT TC% I TTft TF rfrft % fr TiA FT T ten SJT t TtT^TF ^ ifteF FTFrtf 

^ t, ^rtTT ^TT Fte tpte ten TTF, ^ FTFT FTTHT % TtT% FFT 

jfr^TTF 1 FT rfr Tit t FTC FTC iftTF FTTT^ T^F l T=F ten 

m FT fRT I IT^TF TTTF F7TT FT% ^ fTCF FT far Ttf fVt TTir stfpft 


^ *£pt il tert% tefnr ten m Tte mfFT Tte tefrF ?Titt ttf i 
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Uncorcected/Not for publication -7 .8*1991 
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhandare. Yes, I caller 
your name . V-* 

SHRI MURLIDHAR CHANDRAKANT BHANDARE: Madam, I fully associate with him. I 

ft. 


I am brief with my words. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Very good. 

mwT farm ifmrS: TTOnpritr mit unit ft TrnTr nrmn % % nT vfara fam 

/ 

fain 7 ;nfa mu $ Fntfarte" vrft t sfrr vrflfanfa wtft t? Tcptt nmr nmft t ^ Rttt 

% $ 4 ttr tt it mm Tfarnn i, to ft nm ijyrt ifamr f mr rnfar 

m i$nr ^r, aniT m anfcr *£r *$nr t^r nt mm infam w nit rim affa pftt 

nfam ft ws nit xinr i 

° j. 
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32 


tflTOfr <PTOt fTOT SlFTOR!:— TflitIT, JIT TIrf JfOjI HRR HT^ % iftT If TTOT TT & TOtfr *fTT^T 

t I 

% ftt {S^ttt!: FfTmr, ft tfr mfrr wn * fr tot r TOsbr to% \v fTrf to 

jtr tot fr tort TTfn fr Tfrfa ficim itjft tottt aiMm t sa z % sr tt .alfirM 

wr trr, /at Tttrcr f smw it aftr arranit fr a?rf % an fmtr % Fit atat fr Ttnr-TftT at 
U totht if to, tot atat fr mra tr f?m tot f, tWitt artt arffr rt^T ttt Hr it 
if t, fa^fr tor tr $t aaitr ail fr ai i i 

t ft+it % Tpnfhr Tout fa jptt ar TO?T aart ar rfr t, at ra frf tt fiwpn 

rto fr tott tr fr TOnfa fr to t 
SHR I 5AGESH DESAI: We all support this. 

tt atTRT.sptaa ;jf fm Jutaa {trt tr^rrS : it rnfr arfr tor ^ i — .jamum! 


tto trtto to! a; tot trot ttot tnrsha tottt t ■ - - S srr^tnR I ataiar anair fr *rrra tr fr n unfa ft 

faETT TO I ■"iSOTTl 

tt fMaaatm *mmre aniaKsnn^J: it ttott fr stto ^farr fa rprre 3r ffar fr fr *nra tr fam 
to, ^rtftfa fo TOTTara %tt, tort Ttrr aStr trini arro % am TOffa tft t§tt t?t iftiun 

fam t i at a r a T rrt mTt %r ft tjtot tt fm, <rtat fr ft arra tr fr rjrfrfacr fanr to r t 

tt tpt a^TT trrrar Itrt uiiTj: tt infra arraa 3 t % fr arara w t, to a^a fr arm^ t sfrr 

ra tt nttrar fr faro to% aftr to Jpfrft aarf arft arfra i am fr am atarar st^ft ^na 
stRiT 3 r% famm ,fRi%. larot %a fr arot it r a?r frarra ttt f, Tafr^ faftaa tt ft 

arra tr fr Tarfa f% f art it arm ^ ataar arfra i a»ft % am. at infra anaa 

fr arara tr f , arr^ fr Taft ama tor f r 

SHR1 MENTAY PACMANABHAM (Andhra Pradesh): At the earliest opportunity 
the Government should make an announcement conferring Bharat 
Ratna on the great patriot, Maulana Abul Kalaam Azad. 

SHR I N.K.P. SALVE: On behalf of the House I would urge upon you 
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Home Minister is here and I am sure he 

will convey to the Government the feelings of the House regard- f 
ing the Quit India Movement and giving Bharat Ratna to Maulana 
Azad and also to Subhas Chandra Bose. 

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE: I am sure the Home Minister will do it. But 
on behalf of the House we urge upon you, we implore you, to 
convey our sentiments to the Prime Minister yourself and that 
would be in the fitness of things. I hope you will oblige 
the whole House . 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Considering the sentiments of the House I 
agree to write a letter on behalf of the House. 
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I find sometimes a contradiction in 
our behaviour. Statutes or portra- 
its are normally unveiled of only 
those who are no more with us. It 
is very seldom, except in the South, 
that a statue is unveiled of a person 
who is still alive. Normally it is not 
done, In the present case, on the one 
hind, we have unveiled the statues 
and portraits; on the other hand, we 
ar e maintaining that he is still alive. 
I think there is some contradiction 
which needs reconciliation. 

If, for any reason, it is fell that the 
recommendation or report of the Com- 
mission is wrong, throw it out and 
have another fresh enquiry. In all 
seriousness, I would submit to 
Morarjfbhai that the only authority 
on this subject, who can go into it, 
who can really go to the areas where 
there is a likelihood of finding Subhas 
Chandra Bose is Prof. Samar Guha. 
He has photographs with him. I 
think, there should be a one-man 
Commission I am saying it in all humi- 
lity and seriousness and that should 
be headed by Prof. Samar Guha. He 
can take all the assistance, the entire 
Government machinery can be plac- 
ed at l^s disposal and he might even 
take the assistance of your 
scientific astrologer. There is subs- 
tance in astrology and may be that 
it would help. But if any 0 ne can 
find Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose for 
us and if on any one’s behalf suppos- 
ing Netaji has taken sanyas, as the 
Astrologer says, and even then if any 
one cati persuade him to come even 
in sanyag at least to give darsJian to 
his people, it is only Prof. Samar 
Guha and nobodyelse. He has such 
a devotion and completed identifica- 
tion that you cannot find in 
anyone else. I would request the 
lion. Prime Minister, Shri Morarji 
Desai to appoint a one-man Commis- 
sion headed by Prof. Samar Guha. 
give him all the assistance than one 
can think of. Let him try his best to 
bring Subhas Chandra Bose to this 
land. 

With these words T conclude. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, I may differ sometimes from hon, 
friend, Mr. Samar Guha, but I cai 
never doubt, even in my sleep, hia 
sincerity. I have great admiration 
for the dedication with which he it 
pursuing this cause and yet we have 
to be realistic in this matter. 

There have been two enquiries int* 
the report of the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash 
on 18th August 1945 at Taihoku air- 
field during his air- journey to Man- 
churia, one by a Committee presided 
over by Maj. General Shah Nawas 
Khan and the second by a one-mu 
Committee of enquiry headed by Shri 
G. D. Khosla, retired Judge of the 
Punjab High Court. The Majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri 
Khosla held the report of the death 
as true. Since then, reasonable dou- 
bts have been cast on the correctness 
of the conclusions reached in the tw* 
reports and various important con- 
tradictions in the testimony of wit- 
nesses have been noticed, some fur- 
ther contemporary official documen- 
tary records have also become avail- 
able. In the light of those doubts and 
contradictions and those records, Gov- 
ernment find it difficult to accept that 
the earlier conclusions are decisive. 
At the same time. Government feels 
that no useful purpose would be ser- 
ved by having any further inquiry. 
I hope that in the light of this state- 
ment, my hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion. 

PROF. SAMAR GUHA (Contain 
Sir, Today is a great day for the whole 
Indian, people* because a mortal sin, 
a treacherous crime that was com- 
mitted against the epic hero of Indian 
freedom has been undone. If I sa ^ 
that Netaji was given burial, out o' 
political conspiracy, it would not b® 
an exaggeration. Although there w & * 
not ar> iota of doubt or any positive 
proof ta the contrary that the pla® e 
crash Was nothing but fake, and tb* 
alleged crash did not involve Nets) 
at all 
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t congratulate the Prime Minister 
^ behalf of the Indian people, the 

Government as well, for the very bold 
md courageous steps and the decision 
lhat they have taken today. It is not 
,£, easy matter to undo the findings 
of the two Inquiries. 

I also congratulate the representa- 
tives of ah the parties in this House, 
ajl of whom, about 25 of them, who 
tpoke in this House on earlier occa- 
lions on this resolution and who lent 
tneir unanimous support to the demand 
to undo the Khosla Commission's 

Report. 

I would also remind this House that 
Pai lier about 400 members of both the 
Houses, this House and the other 
House, had in a joint memorandum 
urged upon the Government for a 
fresh inquiry on Netaji on the basis 
of which the Khosla Commission was 
id up, 

It is a matter of extreme regret that 
it required three decades for our 
nation to undo, j would say, the 
misentef that was don e against the 
revolutionary pilgrime of India. 
Would there have been the freedom, 
as you call it t would the British im- 
perialists have quit India so preci- 
pitously being the victor of the last 
War if there had not been a fatal blow 
n.v Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose? 
What now I would say is not my 
word, but is the word of Lord Attlee 
who. as a private citizen, came to 
India It has been quoted by Shri 
R C. Mazumdar in his book, “History 
of Indian Independence". He was 
a>kcr ‘‘Why did the British quit India 
s o precipitously?”. Lord Attlee said: 
“Because of the activities of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose". 

B is n ow the accepted fact of history 
Mahatma Gandhi prepared the 
tack ground of Indian freedom and it 
^ N'-'aji Subhas Chandra Bose who 
^-hievrd it. But not the freedom ns 
you find today. It is not the freedom 
°f either of the dream of Mahatma 
Gandhi or Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bore. 


I am not angry lik^ Mr. Dhiren- 
dranath Basu or jLnybody for not 
finding thg name of Netaji in thf 
tioordarshan on the 15th August. I 
am very glad that they did not 
mention the name o t Neiaji on the 
15th August because anybody having 
the real meaning of the Independence 
that we achieved on the 15th August 
would not mind it. At least, I never 
attend any function nowhere, not 
for even a day on the 15th August — 
may be, personally, to me, it is a day 
of national betrayal. I remember, 
Mahatma Gandhi, remained unknown 
at Balighata, at the mid -night of 15th 
August and he did not bless, did not 
even send a message of congratula- 
tions on this kind of Independence, 
that w e achieved. Therefore, I am 
not at all worried about it. I am glad 
that his name was not mentioned on 
the 15th August because his name 
should be mentioned either on 26th 
January or 21st October, the day on 
which Netaji declared the Provisional 
Government of India and declared a 
war of Indian liberation against the 
British imperialists. 

Today, I express my gratitude to the 
Prime Minister because today ends a 
crusade that in my humble way I was 
trying to conduct on behalf of the 
people of India at least to see that 
officially and legally Netaji is not 
declared dead. How, by undoing the 
findings of th e two Reports, at least 
this much we have achieved that, 
today, Netaji is neither legally nor 
officially dead. 

What happened to him? Whether 
there will be any useful purpose 
served by having a fresh enquiry or 
not is a question which I will answer 
later. But I want to draw the atten- 
tion of the Prime Minister to the fact 
that what has been done by this 
Government ha s bec n done by Khosla 
himself. He himself repudiated his 
own finding^ in a recent case in 
Calcutta, There was the report of the 
Khosla Commission and, just after 
the publication of this Report, I 
published a book called ‘The Last 
Cays of Netaji'. Thic is nothing but 
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almost a verbatim reproduction of the 
Commission’s Report, having just 
some linking up here and there. At 
least in 27 places he described Netaji 
as a puppet of Japan, a tool oT Japan, 
a quisling, and what not. Why did 
he do so? Do you know? It was 
because he found that the testimony 
of the witnesses — -Japanese or other- 
wise — would not justify his findings 
that Nctaji really died in the plane 
crash. Therefore, he had to buhd up 
some po itical thesis and he did it 
without having any kind of evidentiary 
support. No witness anywhere men- 
tioned that Netaji acted or subiccied 
himsa'f to act as a puppet or a quisung 
of Japan — not a single witness said 
so. Yet he mentioned this about 27 
times only to give justification to his 
finding. His political thesis was that 
to the man whom Japan considered 
as nothing but a puppet and quisling, 
they cou'd not give any protection to 
him, endangering their own national 
interest as against the wrath of the 
Anglo-American powers under whose 
occupancy they were after the war. 

The family members of Netaji filed 
a defamation case against Mr. Khosla — 
against this Report and against his 
book also— and h c had to render an 
un-conditional apology. I want to 
keep on record in this House what 
he said while tendering his un-con- 
• ditional apology, i will read it out. 
He said; 

“I..., do hereby tender my un- 
qualified apology to the complainant, 
Shri Dwijcndra Nath Bose and other 
members of the family of Nctaji 
and to our countrymen who have 
felt hurt and aggrieved owing to 
the impugned passages ;n the said 
book concerning one of the greatest 
sons of India and his nephews. 

^ I wan'd also express for myself 
that I sincerely share in com... o 
with my countrymen (he deepest 
regard for Not'd i who is rcarded 
as [he LIBERATOR or our MOTHER- 
LAND and was christened by no 
] C a nerson th in Mahatma Gandhi, 
the Father of the Nation as "THE 
PATRIOT OF PATRIOTS— THE 


r>j 


of Netaji Subhas Bose 460 
ft <M) 

PRINCE OF PATRIOTS” a s one of 
the greatest sons of India. > 

I am prepared to make due and 
adequate amends lo have the case 
f >*mp 'mJed according to law and 
also uii'ic.". oka to have the apology 
herein contained published fullv 
and adequately through advertise* 
mcnl inserted in leading newspapers 
in Calcutta, Delhi, Bombay, and 
Madras and other St ai e Capitals of 
India eg also in newspapers of 
countries where the said impugned 
publication has been circulated, to 
freeze stocks of the impugned bock 
lefl with me, my publishers and their 
agent and not to sell or reprint thc- 
same and a'so to supply copies of 
the apology to the leading book- 
sellers where the book has been dis- 
played for sale, requesting them to 
hang up the same in public view. 

I hope and trust this apology will 
be accepted and the c ase will be 
compounded according to law.” 

So, Mr. Khosla has repudiated it him- 
self — and the publisher also did so. I 
don’t want to read it out; it is almo t 
in the same language. I will quote 
only a few words: The publisher 

said: 

“We confess that we were not 
aware of the ofTending contents and 
the implications thereof as we were 
only executing orders p’acsd with 
us for ihe performance of our pro- 
fessional job as printers and pub- 
lishers. 

If we were aware of such con- 
tents, which traduced the honour 
of one of the greatest son s of India, 
we would certainly not hn\e hcen a 
parly to the printing and publi-bing 
of (!:'■ imnugoed book in rcsp-cf of 
which we have inadvertantly 
become involved in our aforesaid 
capacity. We hereby make due and 
a [equate amends for our said in- 
advertent laches by tendering our 
unqualified apology to tiic com- 
plainant, Shri Dwijcndra Nath Bose, 
and other members of the family of 
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Metaji and also to our ccKBritr^hMn 

for this publication.’* , 

.1 ■ d. tp ■ r> v 

' '* .V'-V 

j g 0 t the indulgence this House 

w v ril last time, I made an one-hour- 
n a.fortyfive-rminute speech marshali- 
ng all facts why I believed that the 
n - a;ic c nsh was nothing but 0 fake. 

0 !*. I felt that I could not fully con- 
vince this House. After {that, w-hat I 

'jolted down something^ the jail, — 
j had recast then and, very hurriedly, 
published this ,book, called ‘'Netaji 
dead or Alive?” Fortunately, I have 
the cuttings of the review of the book 
from almost all tlje leading papers of 
th c country. All the leading papers 
Pit* arc brought out from various 
metropolitan cities have, unanimously, 
m their reviews, commented that this 
t ook has conclusively proved that 
Kcfa'i did not die in the sir crash. 

1 know many things, but I have not 
mentioned in the book anything that 
war not found in th e documents that 
were produced before the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee or the Khosla 
Commission or in the documents that 
wi e later published in the British 
papers— I mean, th e secret papers 
the l have been recently published. 
A'l the newspapers have commented 
unanimously that it has been conclu- 
sively proved that Netaji did not die 
in the air-crash. 


»tp- . '*■ Netaji Subhas Bose (M) 

remember, wheneror l««ald Anything 
in ; L^hpve, always used the 

expresions, — “I believe, , Netaji is 
v a]hte”‘ “I h6pe, Wetaji l s ’Alive”, “I 
'i>ray to *God tHaV 'Netaji should be 
- alive”, 1 and .“I dream, , .that Netaji ^is 
alive". ( Even when I .wrote this book, 

I had a certain shadow of doubt In 
met ibr" that reason; in the title bf 
.this hook, I have kept a query, «a 
guestion-mgrlf, , .if ‘Netaji Dead <^r 
"Alive?' : 

fiU ■ ;o' ■')' * 

I know that' mdny people feel thfct 
I am a crazy person, I am a gullible 
. person; and I am easily subject to 
believe any kind of rumour about 
Netaji being alive. I know that. ’I 
know even that many people con- 
sider me as childish when I wear 
this Netaji badge. Many people 
say that I am using it for 
. political purposes. At my age, to 
have this badge unfailingly — what it 
is, I know; what is this meant to be, 
I know. • ■" 

But I am thankful to God that my 
quest, my search and my mission to 
know whether Netaji is dead or alive 
has been fulfilled to-day. To-day for 
me there 1= no question of indecisi- 
veness in any way. In the name of 
God I announce in this House that I 
know that Netaji is alive. 


1 


If Netaji did not die in the air-crash, 
tV < what happened to him? It js our 
moral obligation to know what 
ht-pered to him. The Prime Minister 
"dd that no useful purpose will 
e-'-ed bv having a fresh inquiry. 

! agree. But the reason is different. 

■ :n*\ there is no necessity any 
o' any fre~h inquiry. I got the 
r "n't oni'e earlier and some im- 
information also from very 
: "v Ye n'iarte>*s that Netaji is 
.:hvc t rn^c frantic searches all 
r- -- I’-- rntjntrv to t r v tn find any 
r*" Y c’"c— : r that could provide any 
; vr m r n-rmtion that Netaji is 
v ' l. T c'ui 1 1 not be absolutely 
-n uhrint 'he vera-itv of the infor- 
that I received earlier. I have, 
th OT *efore. been verv careful* if vou 


Naturally my riends will ask the 
question, why then are you not 
divulging his whereabouts’ I am too 
eager, too imoatient to let the country 
know what I know, but, then I have 
not the freedom yet to disclose what 
I know. . . 

SHTtI SHYAMNANANDAN MISHKA 
(Begusarai); Why? 

PROF. SAMAR GUHA: What I 
know, if I divulge now then everyone 
of you will jump up if I .sav some- 
thing and jf I show you something to 
prove what I hav e said. But, I have 
not the freedom yet. But this much 
I ca n say. Netaii is nowhere under 
duress. He is a free man. I also 
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believe that the time is not very for 
pff when the country will also Jcnow 
positively that Netaji is alive. I know 
when he reappears there will be some 
Ijrin d of a political earthquake in thij 
pountry. To-day I pray to God with 
all my countrymen that Netaji may 
be in good health and we mpy get 
back the greatest revolutionary pilgrim 
pt our country, the epic ere of Indian 
freedom, the greatest patriot of our 
country, the Netaji of the Indian people 
back in our midst so that he may lead 
the destiny of our people to their 
cherished goal. 

I again pray t 0 God along with all 
of you s o that Netaji keeps well and 
We get him back jn our midst as early 
as possible. 

Sir, again, I thank the Prime Minis- 
ter, the government and a ll friends 
for lending oil kinds of support in 
undoing .the mortal sin and the crime 
that was committed against Netaji- 
To-day I will only again pray to God, 
God, give back our Netaji to us. 

Jai Hindi, Jayatu Netaji. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you with- 
drawing your motion? 

PROF. SAMAR GUHA: There is 
no necessity of any fresh inquiry 
because I know Netaji is alive. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: So, is itlEe 
pleasure of the House to permit him 
to withdraw his motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

.. The substitute motion was, by leave, 
withdrawn. 

t 


XIM torn. 

MOTION RK: LARGESCALE DIS. 
TRESS SANE OF RAW JUTE BY 
THE GROWERS 

SHKI CHITTA BASU (Barasat) ; 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, with your permis- 
•ion, I beg to move: 

“That this House do take note of 
the situation arising out of the large 
scale distress sale of raw jute at 
prices lower than the statutory 
price in West Bengal and other jute 
growing States and urges upon th» 
Government to take appropriate 
actions to ensure remunerative price 
for the growers". 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I think you would 
agree with me that the Motion this 
House is discussing now is of vital 
importance not only for a large num- 
ber of our people but also for the 
entire nation. 

You know, Sir, that jute which we 
formerly called ‘golden fibre’ has 
played a very important role in the 
economy of our country and, parti- 
cularly; in the rural economy of the 
jute growing States. It is quite well- 
known that the jute manufacturers 
account today for nearly 7 per cent 
of our total foreign exchange earn- 
ings. It is also well known that over 
2 lakhs oj industrial workers are 
directly employed in the jute indus- 
try. About twenty lakhs of otif 
people are directly employed in the 
jute industry. About 20 lakhs of our 
people earn their livelihood from the 
secondary trade to the sectors of the 
jute industry. 

17.57 hrs. 

[ShIY N. K. Shejwalkar in the Chair) 

It is also to be mentioned in this 
connection that more than forty iakh 3 
of our Indian families or thirty Inkh* 
of farmers of six jute growing States 
are engaged in the production and 
cultivation ; of jute. 
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STATUTES AND RULES RELATING TO THE AWARDS OF BHARAT RATNA, 
PADMA VIBHUSHAN, PADMA BHUSHAN AND PADMA SHRL 


The fallowing is a reprint of Notification Nos. 

8 th January , 1955 , as amended upto 1st January, 1969 . 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE 
PRESIDENT* 

NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi t the 8th January r 1955. 

w No. 1-Pres*/55 — The President is pleased to make 
We following revised regulations for the award of 
the decoration BHARAT RATNA in supersession 
of those published in Notification No. l-Pres./54, 
dated the 2nd January f 1954: — 

1. The decoration shall be conferred by the 
President by a San ad under his hand and seal. 

2. The decoration shall be in the form of a 
Peepul leaf, two and five-sixteenth inches in length, 
one and seven-eighth inches at its greatest breadth 
and one-eighth of an inch in, thickness- It shall be 
of toned jbronze. On its obverse shall be embossed 
a replica of the Sun five-eighths of an inch in diameter 
with rays spreading out from five-sixteenths of an 
inch to half an inch from the centre of the Sun, 
below which shall be embossed the words BHARAT 
R&TNA in Hindi. On the reverse shall be 
embossed the State Emblem and motto in Hindi. 
The Emblem (but not the motto), the Sun and the 
rim shall be of platinum. The inscriptions shall be 
of @burnished bronze. 

3. A sealed pattern of the decoration (manu- 
factured according to the specifications described 
above and the drawing in th© annexure to these 
regulations) shall be deposited and kept, 

4. The decoration shall be worn round the 
neck by a white riband %one and a half inches in 
width. 
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5. The decoration shall be awarded for excep- 
tional service towards the advancement of Art, 
Literature and Science, and in recognition of public 
service of the highest order. 

6. Any person without distinction of race, 
occupation, position or sex shall be eligible for the 
award. 

7. The decoration may be awarded postha- 
mously. 

8. The names of the persons, upon whom the 
decoration is conferred, shall be published in the 
Gazette of India and a register of all such recipients 
shall be maintained under the direction of the 
President, 

*9, The miniature of the decoration which may 
be worn on certain occasions by recipients shall be 
half the size of the BHARAT RATNA, and a sealed 
pattern of the said miniature shall be deposited and 
kept. 

10. The President may cancel and annul the 
award of the decoration to any person and thereupon 
his name shall be erased from the Register and he 
shall be required to surrender the decoration and 
the Sanad, But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and Sanad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation and annulment. 
The notice of cancellation or restoration in every 
case shall be published in the Gazette of India. 

11. All persons upon whom the decoration 
BHARAT RATNA was conferred under the Regula- 
tions issued with Notification No. 1 “Pres/54, dated 
the 2nd January, 1954, shall, for all purposes of these 
Regulations, be deemed to be persons on whom the 
decoration BHARAT RATNA has been conferred 
by the President. 


Obverse 


Annexuke 

BHARAT RATNA 


Reverse 



©Inserted vide President's Seat, notification No. 6- Pres/ 57, dated 26th January, 1957. 

Substituted vide President's Seat, notification No. 10 -Pres/ 66 , dated 20tb February, 19b6. 
* Inserted vide President's Sect!, notification No. 27- Pres/56, dated 10th September, 1956* 


Nn. 2-Pres/55 — The President is pleased to make 
the following revised regulations for the award of 
the decoration PADMA VIBHUSHAN in supersession 
of those published in Notification No, 2*Pre$/^4, 
dated the 2nd January, 1954: — 

1. The decoration shall be conferred by the 
President by a Sanad under his hand and seal. 

2. The decoration shall be mainly circular in 
design, with a geometrical pattern superimposed on 
the circle (as in the representative drawing in the 
annexure). The diameter of the circular portion ot 
the decoration shall be one and three-fourth inches 
and the thickness of the decoration shall be one- 
eighth of an inch. The geometrical pattern shall 
be composed of the, outer lines of a square of one 
and three-sixteenths inches side, centrally placed on 
each side of which shall be a rectangle projecting 
beyond the rim thereby breaking the circumference 
of the circular design of the decoration. A knob 
shall be embossed within each of the outer angles 
of the geometrical pattern. There shall be a raised 
circular space of diameter One and one-sixteenth 
inches forming the centre-piece of the decoration. On 
the obverse a lotus flower shall be embossed in this 
circular space. The name of the decoration shall be 
embossed in Hindi, with the word PADMA placed 
above and the word VIBHUSHAN placed below the 
lotus flower. On the reverse shall be embossed the 
State Emblem and motto in Hindi below it. The 
decoration shall be of toned bronze. @The inscription 
PADMA VIBHUSHAN on the obverse of the decora- 
tion, tiie geometrical pattern on either side and the 
border around the periphery, shall be of burnished 
bronze. All embossing on either side of the decora- 
tion shall be of white gold. 

3. A sealed pattern of the decoration (manu- 
factured according to the specifications described 
above and the drawing in the annexure to these 
regulations) shall be deposited and kept. 


4. The decoration shah be worn by men on £ 
left breast, suspended from a plain lotus pink riband 
one and a quarter inches in width; and by women 
on the left shoulder, suspended from a riband of 
the same colour and width fashioned into a bow. 

5. The decoration shall be awarded for excep- 
tional and distinguished service in any field including 
service rendered by Government servants, 

6. Any person without distinction of race, 
occupation, position or sex shall be eligible for the 
award. 

7. The decoration may be awarded posthu- 
mously. 

8. The names of the persons, upon whom the 
decoration is conferred, shall be published in the 
Gazette of India and a register of all such recipients 
shall be maintained under the direction of the 
President. 

*9. The miniature of the decoration which may 
be worn on certain occasions by recipients shall be 
half the size of the PADMA VIBHUSHAN, and a 
sealed pattern of the said miniature shall be depo- 
sited and kept, 

10. The President may cancel and annul the 
award of the decoration to any person and theretLfcon 
his name shall be erased from the Register antThe 
shall be required to surrender the decoration and 
the Sanad. But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and Sanad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation and annulment. 
The notice of cancellation or restoration in every 
case shall be published in the Gazette of India, 

11. All persons upon whom the decoration of 
PADMA VIBHUSHAN (PAHELA VARG) was con- 
ferred under the Regulations issued with Notification 
No. 2-Pres/54, dated the 2nd January, 1954, shall, 
for all purposes of these regulations, be deemed to 
persons on whom the decoration of PADMA 
VIBHUSHAN has been conferred 'by the President, 


Annexure 

Obverse Reverse 

PADMA VIBHUSHAN 



^Substituted vide President's Sectt, notification No. 7-Pres/57 f dated 26th January. 195T, 
•Inserted vide President's Sectt, notification ‘No, 26;Pres/ 55, dated. 30tfi August, 1965, 
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v % No. 3-Fr es/55 — The President is pleased to make 
the following revised regulations for the award of 
the decoration PADMA BHUSHAN in supersession 
of those t published in Notification No. 2-Pres/54, 
dated the 2nd January , 1954:— 

1* The decoration shall be conferred by the 
President by a Sanad under his hand and seal, 

- . - \ \ 

2, The decoration shall be mainly circular in 
design, with a geometrical pattern superimposed on 
the circle (as in the representative drawing in the 
annexure)- The diameter of the circular portion of 
the decoration shall be one and three-fourth inches 
and the thickness of the decoration shall be one- 
eighth of an inch. The geometrical pattern shall 
be composed of the outer lines of a square of one 
and three-sixteenths inches side, centrally placed on 
each side of which shall be a rectangle projecting 
beyond the rim thereby breaking the circumference 
of the circular design of the decoration, A knob 
shall be embossed within each of the outer angles 
of the geometrical pattern. There shall be a raised 
circular space of diameter one and one-sixteentfa 
inches forming the centre-piece of the decoration. On 
the obverse a lotus flower shall be embossed in this 
circular space. The name of the decoration shall be 
emltessed in Hindi, with the word PADMA placed 
above and the word BHUSHAN placed below the 
lotus flower. On the reverse shall be embossed the 
State Emblem and motto in Hindi below it. The 
decoration shall be of toned bronze. @The inscription 
PADMA BHUSHAN on the obverse of the decora- 
tion, the geometrical pattern on either side and the 
border around the periphery, shall be of burnished 
bronze. All embossing on either side of the decora- 
tion shall be of standard gold. 

3. A sealed pattern of the decoration (manufac- 
tured according to the specifications described above 
and the drawing in the annexure to these regulations) 
shall be deposited and kept. 


4. The decoration shall jbe worn by men on 
the left breast, suspended from a plain lotus pink 
riband one and a quarter inches in width, with a 
broad white stripe in the middle; and by women on 
the left shoulder, suspended from a riband of the 
same colour and width, fashioned into a bow. 

5. The decoration shall be awarded for distiiu 
guished service of a high order in any field including 
service rendered by Government servants, 

6. Any person without distinction of race, 
occupation, position or sex shall be eligible for the 
award, 

7 . The decoration may be awarded postl iu- 
mously. 

8. The names of the persons, upon whom the 
decoration is conferred, shall be published in the 
Gazette of India and a register of all such recipients 
of the award shall be maintained under the direction 
of the President, 

*9 The miniature of the decoration which may 
be worn on certain occasions by recipients shall be 
half the size of the PADMA BHUSHAN, and a 
sealed pattern of the said miniature shall be depo 
sited and kept, 

10. The President may cancel and annul the 
award of the decoration to any person and thereupon 
his name shall be erased from the Register and he 
shall be required to surrender the decoration and 
the Sanad. But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and Sanad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation and annulment. 
The notice of cancellation or restoration in every 
case shall be published in the Gazette of India. 

11. All persons upon whom the decoration of 
PADMA VIBHUSHAN (DUSRA VARG) was con- 
ferred under the Regulations issued with Notification 
No. 2-Pres/54, dated the 2nd January, 1954, shall, 
for all purpo^s of these regulations, be deemed to 
persons on whom the decoration of PADMA 
BHUSHAN has been conferred by the President. 


Annexure 

Obverse Reverse 

PADMA BHUSHAN 



^Substituted vide 1'residenUs Sectt. notification No. B-Pres/57, dated 26th January, 1957. 
* Inserted vide President's Sectt. notification No. 97-Pres/5S, dated 30th August, 1955, 


No, 4-Pres/55 — The President is pleased to make 
the following revised regulations for the award of 
the decoration PADMA SHRI in supersession 
of those published in Notification No* 2-Pres/54> 
dated the 2nd January, 1954: — 


1- The decoration shall be conferred by the 
President by a Sanad under his hand and seal, 

2, The decoration shall be mainly circular in 
design* with a geometrical pattern superimposed on 
the circle (as in the representative drawing in the 
annexure), The diameter of the circular portion of 
the decoration shall be one and three-fourth inches 
and the thickness of the decoration shall be one- 
eighth of an inch. The geometrical pattern shall 
be composed of the outer lines of a square of one 
and three-sixteenths inches side* centrally placed on 
each side of which shall be a rectangle projecting 
beyond the rim thereby breaking the circumference 
of the circular design of the decoration. A knob 
shall be embossed within each of the outer angles 
of the geometrical pattern towards the rim* There 
shall be a raised circular space of diameter one and 
one-sixteenth inches forming the centre-piece of the 
decoration* On the obverse a lotus flower shall be 
embossed in this circular space. The name of the 
decoration shall be embossed in Hindi* with the word 
PADMA placed above and the word SHRI placed 
below the lotus flower* On the reverse shall be 
embossed the State Emblem and motto in Hindi 
below it* The decoration shall be of toned bronze, 
@The inscription PADMA SHRI on the obverse of 
the decoration* the geometrical pattern on either side 
and the border around the periphery* shall be of 
burnished bronze. Ail embossing on either side of 
the decoration shall be of stainless steel. 


3. A sealed pattern of the decoration (manufac- 
tured according to the specifications described above 
and the drawing in the annexure to these regulations) 
shall be deposited and kept. 


4, The decoration shall be worn by men or^.^ 
left breast, suspended from a lotus pink riband 
one and a quarter inches in width with two narrow- 
white stripes each a quarter inch distant from the 
edges of the riband; and by women on the left 
shoulder* suspended from a riband of the same colour 
and width fashioned into a bow* 

5* The decoration shall be awarded for distin- 
guished service in any field including service rendered 
by Government servants* 

6. ' Any person without distinction of r^ce, 
occupation* position or sex shall be eligible for the 
award* 

7* The decoration may be awarded posthu- 
mously. 

8* The names of the persons, upon whom the 
decoration is conferred, shall be published in the 
Gazette of India and a register of all such recipients 
shall be maintained under the direction of the 
President. 

*9* The miniature of the decoration which may 
be worn oh certain occasions by recipients shall be 
half the size of the PADMA SHRI and a sealed 
pattern o! the said miniature shall be deposited and 
kept. 

10. The President may cancel and armri^The 
award of the decoration to any person and thereupon 
his name shall be erased from the Register and he 
shall be required to surrender the decoration and 
the Sanad. But it shall be competent for the 
President to restore the decoration and Sanad and 
to withdraw the orders of cancellation and annulment* 
The notice of cancellation or restoration in every 
case shall be published in the Gazette of India* 

1 1 . All persons upon whom the decoration of 
PADMA VIBHUSHAN (TISRA VARG) was con- 
ferred under the Regulations issued with Notification 
No. 2-Pres/54, dated the 2nd January, 1954, shall* 
for all purposes of these regulations, be deemed to 
persons on whom the decoration of PADMA SHRI 
has been conferred by the President* 



Annexure 

PADMA SHRI 


Obverse 




^Substituted vide Presidents Seat, notification No* 9-Pres/57, dated 26th January, 1957. 
* Inserted vide President's seat, notification No* 28-Pres/56j dated 30th August, 19&5- 
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» V . PARAMESWARAN , 

A DDL . GOVT. ~ A DVOCAT E 

TELE NO. 338 25 76 






Dear 3hri Iyer, 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
fefa, fin* sfk EpPT RTFTT 

MINISTRY OF 

LAW, JUSTICE & COMPANY AFFAIRS 
fefa TT4 f*P*T»T 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS 
3TfrFFTW 3T3^rm 
CENTRAL AGENCY SECTION 

Supreme Court Compound, 
New Delhi, dated 16.7. 1997 . 



Subject: SLP(C) No. 628/94 with TC(C)No. 7/94 and 

W. F ( C ) No. 834/9 4 - Unio n of India vs. 

Bijon Ghosh & Ors . 


The above said matters were listed before a Bench 
presided over by Mrs. Justice Sujata V. Manohar today i.e. 
16.7.1997 in Court No. 10 as Item No. 9. 

2. Shri F.<?, Nariman appeared on behalf of the 

petitioners. Shri Altaf Ahmed, ASG appeared and argued on 
behalf of us. After hearing at length, their lordships were 
pleased ;o adjourn the matter for 29.7.1997 for enabling the 
learned ASG to take detailed instructions from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs as to the suggestion of the Hon’ble Court 
for w ithdrawal of the announcement o f the con ferrment_ of 
'Bh arat Rafna on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Infact, the 
' learned ASG _ submitted that the Union of India cannot make 
any irreversible statement today and further submitted that 
in the affidavit of the Department it has been contended 
that the issue has already been closed. I, therefore, 
request you to kindly look into the matter immediately so 
that the matter can be discussed with the learned ASG. 


With regards, 


Shri MV Iyer, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

NEW DELHI. 



( P. PARAMESWARAN } 




D.O.No.1 /27/91-Publlc 


IMMEDIATE 
BY SPECIAL METSENCER 


M. VENKATE'SWARA IYER 
JOINT SECRET ARY( A&PC) 
Tel .No. 3015785 


MO 


"*TTTcT *T”FTT 

ri*t *m*F, Tf fa?fM 10001 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI-110001 


28 July, 199 


Dear Shri Parameswaran 


Subject:- SLP(C) No. 628/94 with TC(C) No. 7/94 


and W.P{C) No. 834/94 - Union of India 
vs. Bijon Ghosh and Others. 


Please refer to your d.o. letter dated T ith July, 1997 on the above 


mentioned case which may be coming tomorrow before the Supreme Court. I 
had requested you to arrange a discussion with the Add!. Solicitor General 
and you had agreed to do so. However, 1 have not heard anything from 
you. 


The question of withdrawal of the Press Communique issued by 


Rashtrapati Bhavan on 23rd January, 1992 regarding the conferment of the 
award of Bharat Ratna on Netaji Subha sh Chandra Bose was specifically 
considered in 1992 itse*?. It was decided with tho approval of the then 
Prime Minister and President that no fjethee action was necessary and the 
matter rmghi he treated as closed. You will kindly appreciate that there 
ctin be no question of considering this issue again now. The Hon'ble 
Supreme Court may kindly be apprised of the position. If necessary this 
Ministry's file No. 1 /27/91-Public can be shown to the Hon'ble Supreme 
Court for perusal. 

With regards. 


Yours sincerely 



Shri P. Parameswaran, 

Addl. Govt. Advocate, 

Ministry of Law, Justice & Company Affairs, 
Deptt. of Legal Affairs,* 

Central Agency Section, 

Supreme Court Compound, 

NEW DELHI- 110 001 . 


Most Immediate 

Court Case 


No.I2014/6/2008-Cdn. 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

Security Division 

*** 


New Delhi, dated 24 lh June, 2008. 
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Writ Petition No.8215 (W)/2008 filed in the Calcutta High Court by the 
Subhash Chandra Basu & others. 


The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy of Para 7 of the Writ 
Petition No.8215 (W)/2008 filed in the Calcutta High Court by Shri Subhash 
Chandra Basu & others with the request that reply/comments of Public Section may 
kindly be made available immediately and latest by 25.6.2008 positively. 


(S.K. Malhotara) 
Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of India 



Shri S.K. Bhatnagar, 

Deputy Secretary (Public Section), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 

North Block, 

New Delhi 


CU. ^ ^ u 








witnesses have been noticed, sonic further contemporary officials 
documentary records have also become available. In the light of 
those doubts and contradictions and those records, Government 
iind u difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive." 

1 

7. That thereafter a Writ Petition being C.O. No. 6720 of 1993 was 
filed by one ol the lawyer in the High Court, Calcutta and the same was 
transferred to the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, as Transfer case (C) 
NO. 7 of 199-1 challenging the press communique of Government of India 
for conferment of Bharat Ratna Award on Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose 

Coroner 

posthumous!', and the Hon’ble Supreme by ' order dated 04.08.1997, 
which was letter on reported in AIR 1997 Supreme Court, 3019 (Union 
of India- Versus - Bijan Ghosh), cancelled the said Press Communique 
as the Union of India by affidavit stated that no further steps were taken 
for conferment of Bharat Ratna Award on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
The Union of India, thus, retreated from their stand as to the death of 
N etaj i and/or co n fc r men c of Bharat Ratna Award po s thumo usly . 


The Xerox copy of the said order dated 04.08.1997, which was 
later on reported in AIR 1997 SC 3019, is enclosed herewith and marked 
as Annexu rc -P/-1 to vile Writ Petition. 
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forwarded lo the Director General of Police and 
the Home Secretary of every Slat e/Union 
Territory and it shall be their obligation to 
circulate the same to every police station under 
their charge and get the same notified at every 
police station at a conspicuous place. It would 
also be useful and serve larger interest to broadcast 
the requirements on All India Radio besides being 
shown on the National Network of Doordarshan 
and by publishing and distirtjnitmg pamphlets in 
the local language containing tiww requirements 
for information of the general public. Creating 
awareness abom'flte rights of the arrestee would 
in our opinion be a step m the right direction to 
combat the evil of custodial crime and bring in 
transparency and aceouniabilm. It is hoped that 
these requirements would help to curb, if not 
totally eliminate, the use of questionable methods 
during interrogation and investigation leading to 
custodial commission ol crimes," 

3. More than seven months have elapsed since 
the directions were issued. Through these 
petitions, Dr. Singhvi, the learned Amicus Curiae, 
who had assisted the Court in the main petition, 
seeks a direction, calling upon the Director 
General of Police and the Horne Secretary of 
every Slate/Union Territory to repqrt to this Court 
compliance of the above directions and the steps 
taken by the All India Radio and the National 
Network of Doordarshan lor broadcasting the 
requirements. 

A. We direct the Region to send a copy of 
this application, together v\ nit a copy of this order 
to respondents 1 to 31 to have the repori/repofis 
from the Director General oi Police and the Home 
Secretary of the concerned St ate/ Union Territory; ' 
sent to this Court regarding the compliance of - 
the above directions concerning arrestees. The 
report shall indicate in a tabular form as to which 
of the “requirements" has been carried out and in 
what manner, as also which are the 
‘'requirements" which > n 1 1 remain to be carried 
out and lire steps being taken for carrying out 
those. 

5. Report shall also be obtained from the 
Directors of All India Radio and Doordarshan 
regarding broadcasts made. 

6. The notice on respondents I to 31, in 
addition, may also be served through the standing 
counsel of the respectiv e States/Union Territories 


in the Supreme Court, After the reports are 
received, copies of the same shall be furnished to 
the Advocate on : Record for Dr. Singhvi, Ms. 
Suruchi Agra w a!, Advocate. 

7/Thb reports shall be submitted to this court 
in the ‘terms, indicated above, within six weeks 
from today. The matters shall be put up on board 
for monitoring, after seven weeks. 

Order accordingly. 


AIR 1 997 SUPREME COURT 3019 
(From : Calcutta)* 

Mrs. SUJATA V. MANOHAR AND 
G. B. PATTANA1K, JJ. 

Sph Leave Pern. (C) No. 628 of 1994 with 
Transferred Case (C) No. 7 of 1 994, D/- 4-8- 1 997: 

Union of India. Petitioner v. Bijan Ghosh and 
otiiers. Respondents. 

(A) Constitution of India, Arts. 18, 136 — 

Award of decorations by President — Press 

communique announcing conferment of 

award of Bharat Ratna Posthumously on 

Netaji Bose — Unhappiness expressed py 

members of public and members of Netaji ’sj 

family at such announcement — Govt, of India 
* f ? 
in deference to sentiments expressed not 

proceeding further to confer award and 

treating the matter as closed — Objection to j 

word ‘posthumously’ used in press 

communique therefore not considered — Press 

communique declared as cancelled. 

1 (Para 6, 

(B) Constitution of India, Art. IS — 
Nptiii cation dated Stli of January, 1955 issued 
by the office of the Secretary to the President 
bearing No. 1 Pres./55 Cls. 1, 8, ID — Bharat 
Ratna, Padma Vibhushan, Padmu Bhushai. 
etc. — Award of — Annulment of — 
Proeed ure. 

In order to confer the award of Bharat Ratm. 
it is necessary that the name of that person shouf 
be published in the Gazette of India. It is als 
necessary that the name of such a person shoul 
be entered in the register of such recipient 
maintained under the direction of the President. 
Clause 10 which deals with cancellation n 
annulment of the award requires the erasure w 

♦C. O- No. 6720 of 1993. D/- 6- 12-1993 7cal j 

HO/H 0/5629/97/ VVG/CSL 
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name ot' such a person from ihc register. 1 he 
"notice ot cancellation in every ease is also 
required to be published in the Ga/ene ot India, 
jo rPara 6j 

JnAltaf Ahmad, Addl. Solicitor General. B. 
Farthasarathi, Hemant Shamia, P. Ranneswaran, 
Advocates with him for Petitioner: In person lor 
j the Respondent. F. S. Nariman. M N. 
tyrjshnamani, Sr. Advocates. Kudra Blialtachaijee, 
(Subhash Sharma), Advocates tor Ms. Sarla 
Chandra, Advocate with them lor Respondents. 
V. P. Saini, In-person tor Respondent 

ORDER : — The proceed i ties which are 
before us have arisen out of a press communique 
which was issued from the Rashtrupati Bhawan. 
New Delhi and was published on 2 3rd of January, 
1992! It is to the following effect : — 

(;r.“Thc President is pleased to confer the award 
of Bharat Retna posthumous!) on Mini Subhash 
C.hapdra Bose.” 

^On reading this press communique the 
sentiments of marcy pen [he were Inin. The 
petitioner filed a writ petition in the Calcutta High 
Cpurt praying, inter alia to recali, rescind cancel 
and revoke die 'Bharat Rama’ purported to be 
c.oinfe'rred on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
posthumously by die press communique dated 
2^nd January, 1992 and forbear Irom handing 
ov.en.to any person or persons, institution or 
institutions-any document or insignia or symbol 
containing the impugned 'Bharat Ratna' ot any 
communication bearing reference thereto for 
acceptance or preservation or display or for any 
other purpose. The petitioner also prayed for a 
direction that respondents i and 2 declare lull 
particulars of the whereabouts of Xctaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from ISth of 'August. 1 945 till date 
ojrthe basis of records and information at their 
disposal dehors tiie reports and findings of the 
Netaji Inquiry Committee 1956 and the Netaji 
Inquiry Commission, Iv70. and to institute a 
proper investigation into such u hereabouts with 
a yjew to locating him. il'ahvc. and bringing him 
tp India with due honour and dignity and il he is 
fqund to have died, to furnish lull particulars of 
his stay from 1 8th August, I 945 onwards and Ins 
subsequent death and the place and manner of 
disposal of his mortal remains. There are v arious 
reliefs prayed for which arc connected with these 
reliefs. 


2. The pet i tincr has taken strong exception to 
the use of the word ■posthumously’ in the press 
communique and lias submil ted ilia l the 
Government of India has not officially accepted 
the alleged report of the deaih of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose m an air-crush in Taiwan on I Bill 
of August, 1945, Without any specific report of 
the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose being 
accepted by the Government of India, it cannot 
and should not confer on him any title with the 
description ‘posthumously'. In this connection 
elaborate averments have been made about the 
Netaji Inquiry Committee. 1956 which was then 
constituted and the report of this Committee as 
also the Netaji Inquiry Commission. 1970 
consiiiuied under the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952. It is contended that a further inquiry 
should be held in this connection and in die 
absence of such an inquiry the award should not 
be conferred post h union sly, - 

3. The petitioner lias also raised another 
objection to i lie eonfertv.em ol Bharat Kama on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. It is contended that 
an award or a title has its own limitations. When 
a personality is higher and greater Ilian any award 
or tide, cun I erring of such honour on that person 
becomes ridiculous and it becomes an act of 
"carelessness” to classify such a person as an 
equal of others who have already been awarded 
such title or who may be awarded such a title in 
future. 

4 . It seems that the family members of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose also conveyed Lu the 
Government of India their unhappiness at die 
announcement and expressed their unwillingness 
to accept such an award. 

5 . In view of the sentiments expressed by the 

members of public and the family members ot 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in connection with 
the; press communication, die Government of 
India did not proceed further in the matter, in then 1 
affidavit which is filed in these proceedings, they 
Gave stated that the matter was treated as closet!. 
The original pciitioneis have expressed their 
anguish at this state incut made on affidavit by 
die Government of India and have submitted that 
the award/press communication should be 
withdrawn. » 

6. We have heard the original petitioners and 
the learned advocates appearing on behalf of some 


■n 







of the petitioners, in order 10 clarify the position, 
Mr. Altai' Ahmad, learned Additional Solicitor 
General has drawn our attention to notification 


dated Sth of January. io55i'^ L wdhy ihe office of 
the Secretary to the President be a; me No. I Pres. 

■ 55 setting out the Statutes and (Giles relating to 
the awards of Bharat Kama. Padma Vibhushan. 
Padma Bhnshan and Padniashn. It sets out, inter 
alia, as follows 

"I. The decoration shall be conferred by the 
President of India by a Sanad under his hand and 
seal. 




y 


i 
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8. The names of the persons, upon whom the 
decoration is conferred, shall be published in the 
Gazette of India and a reelstei of ali such 
recipients shall be maintained under the direction 
of the President. 


10, The President may cancel and annul the 
award of the decoration tu tins person and 
thereupon his name shall be erased from the 
Register and he shall be required to surrender the 
decoration and the Sanad. 'Hit it shall be 
competent for the President to restore the 
decoration and Sanad and to withdraw the orders 
of cancellation aiVC/" annulment. The notice of 
cancellation or restoration in c\ cry case shall be 
published in the Gazette of India." 

In order to confer the award of Bharat Rat rut, it is 
necessary that the name of that person should be 
published in the Gazette of India. It is also 
necessary that the name of such a person should, 
be entered in the register of such recipients 
maintained under the direction of the President. 
Clause 10 which deals with cancellation or 
annulment of the award requires the erasure of 
the name of such a person from the register. The 
notice of cancellation in every case is also 
required to be published in the Ga/.euc of India. 
It is pointed out by the Additional Solicitor 
General that the aw aid lias to be conferred by first 
publishing the name of the recipient in the Gazette 
of India and entering it in the register of recipients. 
In the present ease, only an announcement was 
made by the press communication which was 
issued. In deference to the sentiments expressed 
by the public and by die members of the family 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, the Government 
of India did not proceed further to eonfer the 
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award and lie nee the name was not published in 
the Gazette of India, nor was it entered in the 
register of recipients, nor was any decoration 
conferred by the President by a Sanad under, Jits 


hand and seal. That is why the affidavit filed on 
behalf of the Union oflndia states that the matter 
was closed in the sense that no further steps were 
taken for conferment of Bharat Ratna on Nctaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Since the award has not 
in fad been conferred, the question of cancellation 
or annulment of live award under Clause lOdoes 
not arise. Looking to the Statutes and Rules 
relating to die award, inter alia, of Bharat Ratna, 
the position as explained by the Union of India 
appears to be correct. In deference to the feelings 
so eloquently expressed in these proceedings and 
winch were no doubt, conveyed to the Union of 
India, the award was, in fact, not conf erred and 
the proposal was dropped. We need not, therefore, 
go into the question whe tiler the yypfjd 
‘posthumously’ has been justifiably used in, ll/re 
press communique or the wider question whether 
there is enough material available for reaching 
the conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra, Bose 1 
died either in the air-crash of 18th August,, 1 94'5' 
or at any time thereafter. This is a wider issue, oil. 
which undoubtedly in future as in the past, theije 
will be divergent views. The real controversy; m 
these proceedings relates to the prgss 
communique, Since no further steps have J^ch, 
taken pursuant to die press communique and, the 
matter is Heate d as closed , w e decla re that .the 
pret ts com munique, should be treated as~ca nee li ed. 
Wit h this de_e laralion nothing further surv ives a nd 


the various petitions cither transferred from, die 
Calcutta High Court or filed in this Court stand 
disposed of. , q 

Order accordingly. 






AIR 1997 SUPREME COURT 3021 
K. RAM A SWA MY AND D. P. WADI 1WA, JJ,* 
Writ Petn. (C) No. 824 of 1 988 . waiii 
Writ Petn. (Cri.) Nos. 745-54 of 1 9.9,0, 
D/- 9-7-1997. " .. 

Gaurav Jain, Petitioner v. Union oflndia and 
others, Respondents. .i.q 

(A) Constitution oflndia, Art. 32 — Public 

‘The judgments are printed in the order .in which 
they are given in the Certified Copy ... Ed. 
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No. 1/27/91 -Public 
Government of India 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
** 


North Block, New Delhi, 
June 25, 2008 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Sub: Writ Petition No. 8215 (W)/2008 filed in the Calcutta High Court by Shri Subhash 
Chandra Basu and others. 


The undersigned is directed to refer to Security Division’s OM NO. 1 20 1 4/6/2008- 
Cdn dated the 24 th June 2008 on the subject mentioned above and to enclose a status note 
on the captioned subject. Apart from the status note, this Division has no further 
comments/input in the matter. 


Shri S.K. MaIhotr a/ &***J*^f 

Security Division 
Jaisalmer House 
New Delhi. 


(S.K.'Bhatnagar) 
Deputy Secretary (A&P) 


% 


Uf 


Status note on conferment of Bharat Ratna to Netaii Subhash Chandra Bose 


Recommendations for the award of Bharat Ratna are made by the Prime Minister to the 
President. 

On recommendation of the Prime Minister, the President had approved the conferment of 
the award of Bharat Ratna, posthumously, on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. A press 
communique announcing the conferment of award on Netaji was issued by the President’s 
Secretariat on January 22, 1992. 

In the case of posthumous awards, the award has to be received by the next of kin (NoK) 
of the awardee. Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji, who was contacted in this 
connection, expressed certain reservations on receiving the award as according to her such 
an honour should have been appropriate in the fifties and felt that one cannot honour Netaji 
today by awarding the Bharat Ratna to him. She declined to receive the award. 

Apart from the declining of accepting the award by Netaji’s daughter, some persons 
submitted a memorandum to the then President. There was also a lot of criticism in 
Parliament and the media about the award. The crux and essence of all this was that the 
award was too late in the day for Netaji and also on the ground that it was not appropriate 
for the Govt, to announce the award ‘posthumously’ in the absence of credible evidence of 
Netaji’s death. 

The matter was submitted to the Prime Minister and the President. It was considered that 
the conferment of Bharat Ratna on Netaji was only announced by the President’s 
Secretariat through a press communique end was not notified in the gazette. The 
notification in the gazette is done when the award is actually conferred by the President 
during the presentation ceremony. Since the award was declined by the NoK, there was no 
presentation of the award and the award was not notified in the Gazette of India. It was 
decided with the approval of the Prime Minister and the President that no further action 
was necessary and the matter be treated as closed. 


